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INSIGHTS

from John D. Graham, Dean

WHETHER THIS IS AN ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION OF AN ANCIENT 

CHINESE CURSE, or simply 
a fine example of apt 
English irony, there can 
be no disagreement that 
its implication is certainly 
double-edged. Nor can 

there be any doubt that, as Robert F. Kennedy 
famously observed, “Like it or not, we live in 
interesting times.”
 Interesting…and challenging. Nearly 
every entity – from government and business 
to the American family – is struggling to 
make sense of current economic conditions. 
In this issue of SPEA Magazine, we take a look 
at how nonprofit organizations around the 
country, many of them with SPEA graduates 
at their helms, are responding to new 
challenges, from differing perspectives.
 Also in this issue, you’ll read about 
SPEA’s Center for Health Policy’s efforts 
to conduct Marion County, Indiana’s annual 
homeless count.  The count is a vital tool 
for the 3,800 cities and towns applying 
for federal aid to determine the scope of 
homelessness in their communities. This 
year, the count carries added significance and 
urgency, as it finds that homeless families are 
“the new face of homelessness.”
 New measures to strengthen food 
safety control have been in the news, with 
significant new appointments at the Food and 
Drug Administration, as well as the creation 
of a new Food Safety Working Group. SPEA’s 
David McSwane talks about recent foodborne 
disease outbreaks and food recalls, and offers 
his  “Practical Wisdom” on reducing the risk 
of foodborne illness. 

 From publ ic  ser v ice  and good 
government, to energy, science and 
environmental protection; from better 
health policy – and a healthier America, 
to making the arts a national priority; tax 
policy, cybersecurity and prisons…12 
SPEA professors address issues of national 
and international importance and offer 
their thoughtful – and thought-provoking – 
suggestions to President Obama. 
 There’s much more in SPEA Magazine, 
including many updates from alumni, so 
please read, enjoy, and let us know if there 
is something – or someone – you’d like to 
see featured in our next issue. Just drop us 
an e-mail at SPEAmag@indiana.edu.

Best wishes,

“May you live in interesting times.”
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OFINTEREST

Wish You’d Been Here

On January 23, 2009, Chinese NBA All-star player Yao Ming visited 
Indianapolis with the Houston Rockets – in town to play the Pacers. 
Through coordination among SPEA, the Center on Philanthropy, and 
Conseco Fieldhouse, a group of Chinese students and Chinese visiting 
scholars from SPEA were given the opportunity to watch Yao’s practice 
and met the star. The 7-feet-6-inch tall basketball player is one of the most 
popular superstars in China – not only because of his professional play 
in the NBA but also because of his philanthropic activities for earthquake 
relief and youth development.

Civil rights leader, lawyer, and influential political figure 
Vernon E. Jordan Jr. delivered the 2008 Neal-Marshall 
Lecture in Public Policy last semester, at IUB.
 Jordan’s lecture, titled “America – Crossing Boundaries 
of Possibility,” was followed by a question-and-answer session. 
 The annual Neal-Marshall Lecture in Public Policy 
began in 1989 as a partnership of the School of Public and Environmental Affairs and 
the Neal-Marshall Alumni Club. It honors Indiana University's first male and female 
African American graduates, Marcellus Neal and Frances Marshall. Previous speakers 
have included former Gary Mayor Richard G. Hatcher, the late U.S. Rep. Julia Carson, 
former U.S. Rep. Lee H. Hamilton, talk-show host and IU alumnus Tavis Smiley and 
former IU trustee Cora Smith Breckenridge. Photo by DePauw University Publications Office

Stephen H. Schneider, one of the 
world’s leading experts on climate 
change science, presented the 2008 
Charles F. Bonser Distinguished Lecture 
in October. The topic was “Changing 
the Course of Global Climate Change,” 
with events taking place over a two-day 
period.

 On Day One, Schneider answered questions following a 
screening of  “The 11th Hour,” a documentary film about climate 
change. The film is narrated by actor Leonardo DiCaprio and 
includes Schneider as one of several featured experts. 
 On Day Two, Schneider delivered a lecture entitled “Does 
U.S. Climate Policy Really Matter?” 
 Schneider is the Melvin and Joan Lane Professor of 
Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies in the Department of 
Biological Sciences at Stanford University, and has been actively 
involved with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
 The Bonser Distinguished Lectures are designed to bring to 
campus prominent and influential figures in academic, business 
and politics to speak on complex interactions between business 
and public policy.

Kudos!

Effective May 14, 2009, Professor Eric 
Wright will assume the role of SPEA associate 
dean on the IUPUI campus. He will retain his 
role as director of SPEA's Center for Health 
Policy until a successor is recruited.

Professor Wolfgang Bielefeld has been 
appointed SPEA’s IUPUI Director of Overseas 
Education and Programs. Professor Bill 
McGregor has agreed to similarly serve as 
SPEA’s Bloomington Director. Bielefeld and 
McGregor will work to increase the number of 
students who participate in overseas study.

Professor Matt Auer has been appointed 
Dean of the Hutton Honors College by the 
Indiana University Trustees. He will remain 
a member of the SPEA faculty, continuing to 
teach for the School.  

Chancellor's Professor James Perry was 
elevated to the rank of Distinguished Professor, 
Indiana University's most prestigious academic 
appointment. 

Professor Kurt Zorn has been named 
Associate Vice Provost at IU Bloomington. 
He will be responsible for overseeing the 
University Division on matters relating to dual 
credit, working with the director of athletic 
development to coordinate programs that 
support student-athletes, and coordinating 
initiatives related to curricular development. 
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The first five recipients of a new undergraduate scholarship, the SPEA Academic 
Admission Award, were announced recently. They include (pictured, from left): 
Amy Allen, Environmental Management major, Bloomington, Ind.; Heather 
Gordon, majoring in Health Administration, Mishawaka, Ind.; Philip Heleringer, 
Legal Studies major, Louisville, Ky.; Evansville native Susan Miller, majoring in Health 
Administration; and Katharine Russell, Indianapolis, Nonprofit Management 
major.
 The award, created for the school's highest-achieving newly admitted students, is 
based on students’ IU cumulative grade point average. 
 “SPEA's goal is to serve the very best students who are interested in public and 
environmental affairs,” said Burney Fischer, SPEA clinical professor and director 
of undergraduate programs. "We understand that financial incentives are important 
to students, particularly in these difficult economic times. We look forward to these 
students becoming future leaders in SPEA and in their careers.”

Lilly Endowment Inc. has awarded IU 
$2 million over three years to support 
the Center for Urban Policy and 
the Environment (CUPE) and its 
work through SPEA’s IU Public Policy 
Institute (PPI). CUPE is one of three 
research centers operating under the 
Indianapolis-based Institute, which 
also includes the Center for Health 
Policy and the Center for Criminal 
Justice Research. Established in 1992, 
CUPE works with state and local 
governments and their associations, 
neighborhood and community 
organizations, community leaders, 
and business and civic organizations 
to identify policy issues, analyze 
options and develop strategic plans 
for responding to challenges. 
 SPEA professor John L. Krauss 
directs both CUPE and PPI. The Lilly 
Endowment grant, according to 
Krauss, will enable the Center and 
the Institute to advance their efforts 
to provide independent, original 
research and program development 
in such areas as housing, land use, 
government reform, and economic 
development.

SPEA Offers 
First Mayors Institute
Mayors of 39 Indiana cities took part 
in specialized training in November 
as SPEA and the Indiana Association 
of Cities and Towns launched the 
first Mayors Institute. The two-day 
program featured experts on governing, 
including former Indiana Governor and 
South Bend Mayor Joe Kernan, former 
Indianapolis Mayor Stephen Goldsmith, 
and former Fort Wayne Mayor Graham 
Richard. 
 Craig E. Har tzer,  c l inical 
professor and director of the Executive 
Education Program for SPEA, notes 
“We have extensive experience putting 
together these sorts of programs and 
making them meaningful and relevant. 
It’s a very positive thing for IACT and IU 
SPEA to be forming this partnership.”
 The prog ram was  des igned 
specif ical ly for Indiana mayors. 
Participants acquire practical tools for 
meeting real-life challenges as IU SPEA 
faculty, IACT staff, and guest speakers 
led them through interactive leadership 
problem-solving exercises with their 
colleagues from around the state.

Gretchen Gutman (MPA ’87) was named the SPEA 2008 
Distinguished Alumna. The award is the highest honor bestowed by 
the school in recognition of outstanding professional achievement and 
service to the school and beyond
 Gutman is currently a partner at the Taft, Stettinius, Hollister LLP 
law firm in Indianapolis. She began her public service career as public 
finance director for the Allen County Commissioners, followed by nearly 
a decade as Senate Majority fiscal analyst for the Indiana Senate 
Republicans. Gutman then entered the private sector working for the 

international energy company, Mirant.
 "I think Gretchen Gutman is a model for graduates of the School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs," said IU President Emeritus John Ryan, who is also a professor emeritus in SPEA. "She is 
recognized as an effective and competent public servant. She has served in government and she 
has served in the private sector, always involved with the development of policy and the carrying 
out of the programs serving the public."
 

The Society for Risk Analysis presented its 
2008 Distinguished Achievement Award 
to SPEA Dean John D. Graham. The 
award, the highest honor given by the Society 
for Risk Analysis, recognizes extraordinary 
achievement in science or public policy relating 
to risk analysis. It was presented during the 
Society's annual meeting in Boston.
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wWHEN JOHN GRAHAM WAS NAMED DEAN of the 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
(SPEA) last spring, one of his top priorities 
was the development of a strategic plan for 
the School. A firm believer that reaching 
a destination requires a good roadmap, 
Graham began a cross-country marathon of 
meetings to gather background information 
before he came to the School. He met with 
faculty, Indiana University administrators, 
government leaders, business leaders, and 
key alumni. 

SPEA

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AND

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

I N D I A NA  UN I V E R S I T Y

Smart Policy. Sound Science. Stronger Communities.

2   15

2015 SPEA by the number

“With so many of 
SPEA’s distinguished 

faculty nearing 
retirement age, 

we find ourselves at 
a critical juncture. The 
next seven years will 

be an exciting and 
dynamic time for the 

School as we build 
on the legacies of 

our founders to 
become a world-

class leader in 
public affairs and 

environmental 
science.”

John D. Graham (Ph.D., Carnegie-Mellon, 1983) is SPEA's 
fourth dean. Before coming to Indiana, Dean Graham served 

as dean of the Pardee RAND Graduate School in Santa Monica, 
Calif. Prior to holding that position he spent five years as 

administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs in the Office of Management and Budget.  He 

also spent 16 years at the Harvard School of Public 
Health, where he was a faculty member, deputy 
chairman of the Department of Health Policy 
and Management, and founding director of 
the Center for Risk Analysis, which he led from 
1989 to 2001. His personal research interests 
include government reform, energy and the 
environment, and the future of the automobile 
in both developed and developing countries. 
Dr. Graham is married to Susan Woerner 
Graham, a certified financial planner. He 
has two daughters, Jennifer and Katie.
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 Shortly after his arrival in August, a 
draft version of SPEA 2015, a vision of what 
SPEA might look like in the year 2015, was 
developed. The draft SPEA 2015 was then 
distributed to faculty, staff, students, advisory 
groups, administrators, and alumni with a 
request for comments.
 More than 100 people made comments 
and suggestions on the plan and Dean 
Graham reviewed each one. Next, he and 
SPEA leadership categorized and analyzed 
comments to determine whether and how to 
modify the document. Dean Graham says he 
believes SPEA 2015 was modified to reflect 
most of the suggestions and concerns that 
were raised.
 The six key changes SPEA will undergo 
by the year 2015 are summarized below.

1. The scholarly productivity of SPEA will 
rise from the top ten to the top five in 

the country among public affairs and 
environmental science faculties.

2. SPEA’s approach to professional education 
will be modernized to serve a graduate 
whose career spans the public, non-profit 
and for-profit sectors. 

3. SPEA’s new Public Policy Institute, based 
in Indianapolis, will be the “go to” source 
for objective analysis on a wide range of 
policy issues facing Indiana policy makers.

4. The globalization of SPEA will be evident 
in the deepening SPEA ties with two 
parts of the globe that are important to 
America’s future: the European Union 
and Asia.

5. SPEA’s current strength in environmental 
science and policy will be buttressed, 
while new strengths in related fields such 
as energy policy, health policy, sustainable 

development, and the prevention of 
poverty will be established.

6. SPEA will build on its traditional strengths 
in public finance/budgeting, criminal 
justice, and management of the non-profit 
and public sectors. 

 The plan outlines action items and 
milestones, as well as a variety of changes 
to SPEA’s current organizational structure. 
“Though the plan should be considered a 
living document, I believe it establishes a 
guide for moving SPEA to a new level of 
excellence,” says Graham. 

For a full copy of SPEA 2015, go to http://
www.indiana.edu/~speaweb/about/PDF/
SPEA_2015.pdf. 



6  SPEA Magazine

1.6 million . . . and counting.*
                                                             The new face of homelessness.   
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f
“Do you have somewhere to stay tonight?” 
On a cold night this past January, questions like this one were commonplace in a downtown 
library, a fast-food restaurant, in shelters, and on the street. Those inquiring were a group 
of committed outreach workers, including some 30 SPEA students from IUPUI, charged with 
counting the number of people with no place to go. Those answering were Indianapolis’ 
homeless.

FOR THE THIRD STRAIGHT YEAR, SPEA’s Center 
for Health Policy has spearheaded efforts to 
conduct Marion County, Indiana’s annual 
homeless count, which is required for 
municipalities to receive funding from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). It’s a vital tool for the 
3,800 cities and towns applying for federal 
aid to determine the scope of homelessness 
in their communities, and perhaps more 
importantly, to help identify gaps in tackling 
this complex issue. 
 It’s an issue that SPEA students, faculty, 
and alumni are addressing, on every level, 
from the local to the national. Results from 
Marion County’s count, for example, are sent 
to HUD’s Office of Community Planning and 
Development – currently headed up by SPEA 
alumnus Mark Johnston (MPA ’83). 

The new face of homelessness
 For Johnston and others concerned with 
the issue of homelessness, this year’s count 
carries added significance and urgency. The 
2009 count is the first undertaken since 
the economy began its downward spiral 
last summer. It’s also one of the first to 
be conducted during the current national 
housing crisis. Although experts agree 
it’s likely too early to clearly substantiate 

the effects of the sagging economy on 
homelessness, those close to the issue fear a 
discernable rise in the number of homeless 
families.
 “Homeless families are the new ‘face of 
homelessness.’ It’s not just the people you 
might normally think of – the stereotypical 
single person on the street,” says Eric Wright, 
recently named associate dean of SPEA at 
IUPUI, who also directs the Center for 
Health Policy. “There are a lot more families 
that are homeless today than there were just 
a few years ago.”
 Across the U.S., families – typically, 
single mothers with one or more children 
–  represent 40 percent of the homeless 
population. In Marion County, an estimated 
5,000 to 7,500 children are homeless. 
According to Laura Littlepage, clinical 
lecturer at SPEA, early reports from 
Indianapolis-area schools indicate the 
number of homeless children is higher than 
last year. (The McKinney-Vento Education 
for Homeless Children and Youth Act, a 
federal law aimed at removing barriers to 
education for homeless children, requires 
schools across the U.S. to count the number 
of homeless children and youth in their 
districts.) 
 “It’s particularly difficult to see the toll 
it takes on families, especially children,” 
says Littlepage, a long-time volunteer with 
the homeless and chief coordinator of this 

* 1.6 million refers to the number of people in the U.S. who 
are homeless over the course of a year.
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SPEA course on 
homelessness helps 
students gain first-hand 
perspective 

The 2009 homeless count in Marion 
County took place on January 29. Some 30 
IUPUI students visited shelters and walked 
the streets with local outreach workers 
to count and interview homeless people 
in the area. In addition to participating 
in the homeless count, students taking 
SPEA’s three-credit-hour course complete 
20 volunteer hours and write a reflection 
paper about their experience. The 
service-learning course also includes 
panel discussions with advocates for the 
homeless, and homeless persons. 
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year’s homeless count in Marion County. 
“Kids who are homeless have much higher 
rates of all kinds of illnesses, mental as well 
as physical, just from going through this type 
of situation,” Littlepage says. “It’s very hard 
on them.”

Help for those on the edge
 The national picture, according to 
Johnston, HUD’s deputy assistant secretary 
for special needs, does reflect homelessness 
in Marion County, with some cities across 
the U.S. reporting increases in the number 
of families in homeless shelters. For single 
mothers and others living on the financial 
brink, often just one precipitating event 
– a sick child, loss of transportation or 
childcare, or a personal illness – can mean 
the difference between living at home or on 
the street.  
 “[In this economy] it’s people who are 
really low income, barely making it in a rental 
property who are most at risk of becoming 
homeless,” says Johnston.

 Johnston, who oversees $2 billion in 
federal aid for the homeless and low-income 
people with HIV/AIDS, says families and 
individuals battling such “last straw” scenarios 
may benefit from HUD’s new “Rapid Re-
housing” program. A $25-million initiative 
launched this spring, the program is designed 
to provide short-term assistance to those 
facing homelessness, with the goal of keeping 
them out of shelters long-term. 
 Rapid Re-housing dollars are earmarked 
for interim assistance, such as funding a 
search for safe, affordable housing, providing 
monies for a security deposit or a few 
months’ rent. In this first installment, Rapid 
Re-housing funds were awarded to 23 
localities based on their applications and past 
performance addressing homelessness. 
 “Rapid Re-housing aims to provide 
stability for someone while they are 
transitioning, for instance, to a new job,” 
Johnston says. “There’s not only the human 
benefit associated with helping someone get 
back on his or her feet, but also an economic 

More foreclosures, 
more homeless?

In Indianapolis, there is a connection between 
the recent wave of housing foreclosures and 
homelessness, but it’s not the one that naturally 
comes to mind. Outreach teams working 
with the homeless in Marion County say 
more homeless people are seeking refuge in 
foreclosed – and abandoned – homes. 

“Because there are a lot more abandoned 
homes, sometimes entire city blocks, we’ve 
seen more homeless people trying to 
seek shelter there,” says Laura Littlepage, 
SPEA clinical lecturer and a coordinator of 
Marion County’s annual homeless count. 
“This may give the impression that there 
are less homeless people ‘on the street,’ in 
Indianapolis, when in fact, they are living in 
abandoned houses.”

However, SPEA graduate Mark Johnston (MPA 
’83), deputy assistant secretary for special 
needs at HUD, believes it’s unlikely the rise 
in mortgage foreclosures of homeowners will 
directly cause a similar rise in homelessness 
because the typical characteristics of 
dispossessed homeowners and persons living 
on the streets are so very different.

“Homeless persons are often plagued by 
severe mental illness, battle substance abuse, 
are unemployed, have very limited education 
and no ties to family,” explains Johnston. 
“These aren’t the same characteristics of 
people who would qualify for a housing loan. 
“The next most likely step for homeowners 
experiencing a foreclosure is to move into 
a more affordable rental property. It’s true, 
however, that very low-income persons renting 
in a building that is unexpectedly foreclosed 
upon are at some risk of homelessness.”  
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one in terms of lowering the cost to the 
system if we can get individuals and families 
back in their own apartment with modest 
assistance.”
 As with all of its programs, HUD plans 
to closely track and evaluate results from 
the Rapid Re-housing initiative in order to 
establish best practices for the future.  
 “One of the things we’re hoping to learn 
more about with Rapid Re-housing is what 
are the triggers or combination of factors that 
cause people to become homeless,” Johnston 
explains. “If we can scientifically, or at least 
intelligently, determine who is most likely to 
become homeless and target those people, 
we’ll save money and likely achieve better 
results.” 

“Owning” the issue of homelessness
 If Johnston’s 25-plus years of experience 
studying homelessness from a national 
vantage point have taught him anything, it’s 
that there’s no one right way to confront the 
issue. Homelessness is different everywhere. 

Large urban areas tend to have significant 
street populations, while smaller cities like 
Indianapolis and Bloomington may harbor 
more homeless families. From HUD’s 
perspective, properly responding to such 
geographic and cultural diversity means 
allowing individual communities to “own” 
the issue of homelessness.
 “Each community needs to be nimble; 
communities need to be able to redirect 
resources as they see fit,” he says, noting that 
some communities have been hit harder than 
others by the weakened economy. “Every 
city’s needs are different, and we try to 
support this fact by allowing communities 
to move funds around to address emerging 
needs.”  

– Jill Meadows Jansen

HUD awards Rapid Re-housing funds

Twenty-three U.S. localities will share approximately $25 million in special Rapid Re-
housing funds earmarked to provide short-term assistance to individuals and families facing 
homelessness.

Anchorage, Alaska
Austin, Texas
Boston, Massachusetts
Cincinnati, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio
Dayton, Ohio
Denver, Colorado
District of Columbia
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Madison, Wisconsin
Montgomery County, Maryland
New Orleans, Louisiana

Ohio (State)
Orlando, Florida
Overland Park, Kansas
Phoenix, Arizona
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Portage, Michigan
Portland, Oregon
Richmond, California
San Francisco, California 
Trenton, New Jersey
Washington (State)

Recovery Act provides extra funding for homeless
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, signed by President Barack Obama 
in February, includes $1.5 billion in additional funding to be used for homelessness prevention 
and rapid re-housing initiatives. This is new funding with communities receiving as much 
as 10 times more than what they’ve received in the past to fight homelessness. For more 
information, visit www.hudhre.info.

Facts about
homelessness 

•	 Over	the	course	of	a	year,	approximately	
1.6 million people nationwide experience 
homelessness. At any one point in time, 
670,000 are homeless.

•	 Twenty	percent	of	 the	homeless	consume	
half of all the resources.

•	 One	person	 living	on	 the	street	can	cost	
the system $40,000 per year when 
considering the expense of providing 
emergency medical care and shelter and 
costs to the criminal justice system.

•	 In	 recent	 years,	 there	 has	 been	 a	 30	
percent decline nationwide in the 
chronically homeless (people living on 
the streets or in emergency shelters for 
extended periods) population.

•	 The	 U.S.	 Department	 of	 Housing	 and	
Urban Development (HUD) spends some 
$450 million each year in supportive 
services for the homeless such as job 
training, mental health treatment and 
substance abuse programming.

•	 HUD	 funds	 more	 than	 6,000	 local	
homeless projects across the country.

•	 Nationally,	families	represent	40	percent	
of the homeless population.

Sources: Center for Health Policy, Indiana University 
Public Policy Institute and the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.
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fFOR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY – many with 
SPEA grads at the helm – the story is much the same. Nonprofits, 
whether still thriving or just surviving, are dealing with momentous 
change. 
 As culture program officer for the Joyce Foundation in Chicago, 
Michelle Boone (MPA ’98) is responsible for distributing nearly $2 
million in grants annually to arts and cultural organizations, primarily 
in the Windy City, but around the Midwest as well. Closely connected 
to the local arts community, Boone shares some observations on 
what nonprofit organizations are facing. Among the notable shifts is 
an influx of new grant requests from organizations that have never 
before applied to the Joyce Foundation. 
 “The arts groups that are most vulnerable right now, at least 
for us here in Chicago, are the mid-size organizations with budgets 
of between $500,000 and $2 million who have overhead – rent to 
pay and payroll to meet,” says Boone. “The funding requests I’m 
receiving now are less about organizational advancement for things 
like marketing and technology and more about meeting critical needs 
like salary support.”

Nearly every entity 
– from government and 
business to the American 
family – is struggling to 
make sense of current 
economic conditions few 
imagined possible. . .  
Nonprofit organizations 
are no exception. 

TesTed 
by Tough 
Times
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 While foundations and nonprofit organizations have seen their 
investment portfolios shrink by an average of 30 percent, the Joyce 
Foundation remains in a relatively strong financial position. In fact, 
not only is the 60-year-old foundation able to maintain its giving 
levels in 2009, it’s also considering alternative ways to help buoy 
those groups in most critical need.  
 “The foundation has been around long enough and survived 
peaks and valleys before,” says Boone, who left jobs in television 
and the entertainment industry and enrolled in SPEA as part of a 
plan to find a more meaningful career. “Many foundation portfolios 
took a huge hit after 9/11, too, and while situations like these are 
disturbing, the Joyce Foundation has been cautious, conservative, 
and diversified with its investments.”

Courting donors in down times
 Some nonprofits relying on fund-raising have experienced a 
drop in both corporate and individual support. Rebecca Fedewa 
(MPA ’98), executive director of the Flint River Watershed Coalition 
in Flint, Mich., says her organization recently scrambled to replace 
program funding lost after a large automaker’s charitable arm was 
forced to reduce its level of support. She believes some individual 
donors are also cutting back.
 “I’ve noticed at some of our events, silent auctions and so forth, 
that people are donating less money,” says Fedewa, who majored in 
fisheries and wildlife biology before coming to SPEA for her MPA 
degree in the late ’90s. “People are tightening their belts, and it’s 
showing in our ancillary funding.”
 Due to significant grant monies, the coalition is in an enviable 
financial position presently, despite the ongoing economic crisis. 
However, Fedewa, who spent seven years at a foundation before 
joining the coalition, is reluctant to remain solely dependent on 
foundation grants and has recently started a major donor initiative 
and an online fund-raising program. She hopes these efforts will 
make the organization fiscally stronger regardless of the economic 
climate. Fedewa speaks candidly about the country’s current situation 
in donor appeals.
 “You might as well acknowledge it,” she says about contacting 
donors in tough times. “We’ve told our donors that we know it’s not 
the best time to be asking for their money, but we remind them of 

the services we provide and why they should consider donating in 
the future.”
 SPEA graduate Jeff Lindauer (BSPA ’92) agrees. As associate vice 
president for development for the Indiana University Foundation, 
Lindauer says staying in contact with donors in both good and bad 
times is key. The Foundation, like the Flint River coalition, has 
tweaked its donor message to reflect the current environment.
 “We want to be clear we understand some [donors] may not be 
able to help as much as they have in the past, but we hope they will 
choose to remain involved and to support IU with a gift they are 
comfortable with now,” Lindauer explains. “Our hope is that they will 
stick with us during this time, and when the economy turns around, 
they’ll return to prior levels of support or beyond.”

New challenges, differing perspectives
 Although the IU Foundation is feeling the effects of the nation’s 
weakened economy, Lindauer, a 20-year veteran of the organization, 
says the group remains committed to its fund-raising priorities and 
proven strategies. 
 “I’ve seen some organizations completely revamping their fund-
raising programs due to the current conditions, and I wonder if they 
are overreacting,” Lindauer says. “Our fund-raising strategy is based 
on the belief that we have lifelong relationships with donors and our 
ultimate mission is to provide support for the university over time.”
 Others – like Fedewa – are taking a conservative approach. The 
watershed coalition is postponing the expansion of a school education 
program until the economy improves, using allotted funds instead 
to shore up the current program. 
 “We’re a small organization, so I think it’s easier for us to get by, 
whereas some of the larger organizations are definitely feeling the hit 
a lot more than we are,” Fedewa observes. “A lot of the colleagues I 
speak with are not as fortunate; many are implementing downsizing 
plans, letting staff go, and trying to find more money.”

– Jill Meadows Jansen

    

Foundations and nonprofit organizations have seen their 
investment portfolios shrink by an average of 30 percent.
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iINDIANA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

PROFESSIONALS are learning together this semester in an IU SPEA 
course on conservation and global climate change. And, through the 
use of innovative technology, they are doing so in a way that doesn’t 
produce greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change.
 SPEA students on the IU campus in Bloomington, along with 
dozens of Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) personnel from eight 
states participating from their homes or offices are linked to the 
classroom by a high-quality telephone connection and desktop-
sharing computer software.
 For the government agency, it’s an opportunity to provide 
employees with high-quality professional development on an essential 
topic at little cost and with a small carbon footprint – with no travel 
to central training site, no overnight hotel stays and little time away 
from work.
 “This is a training opportunity for them as well as a learning 
opportunity for our students,” said SPEA Associate Professor 
Vicky Meretsky, who supervises the class with SPEA Professor J.C. 
Randolph. “This approach is ready for prime time. We just seem to 
be the first people using it in this sort of leveraged environment.”
 Thirty-six IU students, most of them graduate students, attend 
the weekly class in a distance-learning classroom at the IU Radio and 
Television Building. A comparable number of staff from the Fish and 
Wildlife Service Midwest region – Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin – dial in and log on for 
every class. Dozens more Fish and Wildlife Service employees join 
in when the lecture topic interests them or relates to their work.
 “This forum represents an unprecedented opportunity for 
collaboration on the projected impacts of climate change on fish, 
wildlife, and natural systems in the Midwest,” said Tom Melius, 
director of the Fish and Wildlife Service Midwest region, based in 
Minneapolis. “Indiana University’s School of Environmental and 
Public Affairs is nationally regarded for the quality of its professional 
training, and the forum allows U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
personnel to share knowledge and experiences acquired through 
years of field work. Simultaneously, our employees are exposed to 
the latest research findings and innovative solutions being generated 
within the scholarly community. It’s truly a win-win situation.”
 Leading national experts in various aspects of climate change 
science and policy make up the list of weekly lecturers. They include 
professors at eight universities and officials from such organizations 

as the World Wildlife Fund and the National Wildlife Federation, as 
well as the Fish and Wildlife Service.
 The speakers use PowerPoint slides that are viewed on a screen 
in the IU classroom and, simultaneously, on the computers of Fish 
and Wildlife Service participants. A “chat” function with the software 
lets viewers at remote locations ask questions. They can also converse 
by phone.
 For the Fish and Wildlife Service, the class allows employees to 
take part in an important conversation about climate change and its 
causes and impacts, said Dan Ashe, USFWS science adviser. It also 
helps the agency experiment with a new approach to delivering 
training and start preparing for the workforce of the future, which 
will expect more intensive use of distance-learning and conferencing 
technology.
 “If we’re going to meet the challenge of climate change and 
reduce our carbon footprint as an organization, it’s critical that the 
Service increasingly consider and start using these technologies,” Ashe 
said. “It’s an important part of breaking new ground for us, and we 
appreciate Indiana University’s support.”
 IU students also benefit from learning to use the technology 
and from extensive classroom contact with Fish and Wildlife Service 
professionals. Also, the Fish and Wildlife Service has offered to 
provide comments on final papers that IU students produce for the 
class, and possibly to consider them for inclusion in a peer-reviewed 
agency publication.

Vicky Meretsky is an associate professor at SPEA. She specializes in ecology 
and management of rare species, biocomplexity, landscape-level species and 
community conservation, and endangered species management within adaptive 
management.

J.C. Randolph is a professor at SPEA, part-time professor of biology, and 
director of the Center for Research in Energy and the Environment (CREE) at 
Indiana University. His research interests include applications of geographic 
information systems (GIS) and remote sensing in environmental and natural resources 
management and ecological  aspects of global environmental change.

An innovative 
SPEA class practices 

what it teaches: 
Reducing the 

carbon footprint

Greening 
   the Classroom
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In this column we ask SPEA faculty 
members to describe their relationship 
to the Internet, e-mail, and related  
gadgetry.  This issue we go online with 
SPEA professor  Vicky Meretsky.

What are your favorite work-related 
Web sites and why do you like 
them?
Greenwire and Climatewire (both at www.
eenews.net/gw/), absolutely – they provide 
up-to-the-minute environmental news and a 
searchable archive. Weather Underground 
(www.wunderground.com/), particularly 
for checking conditions for field work, field 
trips, etc. And I find that my “need a little 
information fast” searches (using Google, 
constantly) often end up at Wikipedia.  

Where do you go on the Web for 
fun?
I hope not to go to the Web for fun until I have 
become completely immobile! I would never 
willingly give up my access to the Web, but I 
don’t waste what little free time I have looking 
for fun there! But I do use it for support for 
fun stuff – buying hiking boots, figuring out 
why an orchid is trying to die, learning when 
squirrels nest so I know when not to nail up 
the hole they’re using to nest in the side of 
the house. . . .  And I use e-mail to keep in 
touch with the non-work world.

Has your work life changed as a 
result of the Internet and e-mail?
Of course. E-mail eats insane amounts of time, 
and saves a bit, just to keep us hooked!  But 
the Internet has made it possible to find and 
read literature very quickly, allows quick fact-
checking and people-finding. I can answer 
student questions that are outside my area, 
and even, during class, look up information 
relevant to an issue that arises during 
discussion. I’m not sure there’s a net savings 
in time, but I am sure there’s a net increase in 
information flow. How much of that we need 
would be a different question!

How are you using the Internet to 
connect with your classes?
There’s the usual course-related e-mails that 
all classes use, but we also use e-mail in 
Conservation Biology to put together our 
night-time frog surveys – who’s going, who 
needs a ride, who has a ride to offer. Students 
submit most assignments electronically 
– we’ve reduced our dead-tree quotient 
considerably. Using the computer projector, 
I bring information from Websites into class 
discussion and lecture, and walk beginning 
students through Web-based processes such 
as literature searches. I can update lectures 
and readings faster with online support. 

Do you have other gadgets (PDA, 
Blackberry)? 
GPS, digital camera, and a variety of other 
field instruments – temperature, pH, humidity 
sensors, etc.  Personal stuff – just a cell phone 
purchased in Kyrgyzstan, mostly off.

What’s the one Web site, academic or 
not, that you can’t live without?
Greenwire. There are substitutes for Google 
and Weather Underground, but not for 
Greenwire. In terms of visits, though, I visit 
Google more than anything else.

Vicky Meretsky is a conservation biologist 
with research interests at both the single species 
and landscape scales. Her doctorate is in 
Wildlife Ecology from the University of Arizona 
(see previous page for her coursework involving 
“Greening the Classroom”).



SPEAKINGOUT

Advice for 
President Obama

What our experts say.

From public service and good 
government, to energy, science 
and environmental protection; 
from better health policy – and 
a healthier America, to making 
the arts a national priority; tax 
policy, cybersecurity and prisons…
SPEA professors address issues 
of national and international 
importance, and offer their 
suggestions to the President.
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Matthew R. Auer
Reach out to the Asian powers. Make a breakthrough with China and 
India on the problem of climate change. China and India have the 
power to neutralize – or alternatively, reinforce – anything good that 
comes from America’s efforts to control greenhouse gas emissions.
 David Gergen, the famous Washington insider, describes your 
calm demeanor, President Obama, as a kind of “Aloha Zen.” That 
zenlike bearing – karmic but unflinchingly goal-oriented – will serve 
you well in your dealings with Asian counterparts.
 On the climate change problem, coaxing cooperation from China 
and India will require persistence, but also a diplomatic strategy 
unlike any previously tried. The old approach, heavy on demands and 
moral obligations, doesn’t work particularly well. The new approach 
must offer nothing less than glory to China and India – recognition not 
only for their sacrifices, but also their ingenuity and pre-eminence. 
Yes, China and India will continue to demand financial assistance, 
transferrable technologies, and targets and timetables for emissions 
reduction that are less stringent than those binding most OECD 
countries. But bragging rights mean a lot to China and India, too.
 Ironically, since it is not a contracting party to the Kyoto 
Protocol, the U.S. is in a relatively strong position to negotiate 
with China and India. The U.S. can say, “The world perceives us to 
be laggards in dealing with global warming. Let’s nullify that view, 
in a dramatic fashion.” Chinese and Indian universities graduate 
hundreds of thousands of engineers each year. There are millions of 
well-equipped, would-be problem-solvers in these two countries. 
Already, China has emerged as the technological leader in solar 
energy research and development.
 Your plans for overhauling energy policy are more ambitious 
than any of your predecessors. But you need strong partners overseas 
to ensure lasting benefits for the U.S. and the world. Enlisting China 
and India as lead partners is vital to that end.

Matthew R. Auer is a professor at the School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs, and dean of the Hutton Honors College, Indiana University. 

Auer

iIMAGINE YOU’RE SHARING AN ELEVATOR RIDE with President Barack 
Obama, and he asks your advice – about something you’ve spent 
your professional career studying.
 That’s the challenge  IU’s e-newsletter, “Perspectives on Policy,” 
posed to a number of IU faculty members – 12 of them from SPEA – 
including experts in health care, energy, education, the environment, 
technology, economic and tax policy, and other fields. Their responses 
– varied in tone and content, are without exception thoughtful and 
passionate.
 The authors of these “elevator speeches” write with deep 
awareness of the difficulties facing the new administration, 
acknowledging that the President’s job is both the most important 
and the most difficult job in the world. Yet they get right to the task, 
offering a range of ideas:

 •  Boost consumer spending by using federal funds to reduce state 
sales taxes.

 •  Use the power of technology to improve citizens’ health, not 
just the health care system.

 •  Take advantage of the global interest in learning English to help 
young Americans engage with the world.

 •  Reach out to China and India, the world’s most populous 
countries, to tackle climate change.

 •  Create an Arts Corps of people to share the experience of having 
one’s life changed by art.

 Many of the suggestions are analytical and policy oriented, others 
are direct and personal.
 The experts urge Obama to heed expertise, and they take heart 
from his inaugural promise to “restore science to its rightful place.”
 “But we need to value science for what it can teach us about 
uncertainty, as well as for its ability to reduce uncertainty,” writes 
conservation biologist Vicky Meretsky. Science, she adds, can provide 
strategies for “weathering surprises, reducing damage and hastening 
recovery.”
 The fact is that some of this advice has already found its way 
to the new president, where at least some of it has been heard and 
implemented.

• Lisa Bingham served on Obama’s Urban Policy Committee/
Collaborative Governance Task Force, which produced white 
papers for the campaign. On his first day in office, President 
Obama signed an executive order on transparency and openness 
in government, which reflected the group’s input.

• Leslie Lenkowsky shared his views on whether national 
service should be expanded on Monday at a Washington, D.C., 
symposium sponsored by the Hudson Institute.

 For all the range and depth of the advice that we’ve gathered, 
it only scratches the surface of Indiana University policy expertise 
– and of the issues facing the Obama administration.
 Even so, we believe these contributions should spark productive 
discussions by policy makers and by citizens.  As you read them, we 
urge you to share the comments that strike you as true and important. 
Send them to your neighbors. Send them to your congressman or 
congresswoman. Yes, send them to your president.
 Mr. President, are you listening?
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A. James Barnes
The U.S. has a moral duty to lead. At the same time the world is 
confronting a serious decline in the global economy, as well as loss 
of confidence in the financial system, its emissions of greenhouse 
gases are on a trajectory to accelerate changes in our climate with 
potentially disastrous effects on human welfare, ecosystems and 
international security. The coincidence of these two global-scale 
problems, with their solutions seen by some as irreconcilably in 
conflict, represents both a challenge – and an opportunity – to you 
as president.
 As the nation with the highest per capita carbon emissions, the 
United States has a moral duty to both set a good example – and 
provide enlightened leadership to foster concerted action among 
the community of nations – to effectively stabilize the presence of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and to mitigate the impact of 
global climate change. Life on Earth as we know it cannot be sustained 
if the rest of the world even approaches our per capita emission 
levels. We need a technological revolution to avert the consequences 
of long-term global warming, and our leadership and resources are 
crucial to creating that revolution.
 Your policies should provide incentives for, and facilitate the 
development and rapid utilization of, clean, renewable sources 
of energy and more energy-efficient technologies and practices. 
Concomitantly, existing subsidies should be removed from energy-
inefficient technologies and practices. Moreover, the developing 
world should be included in demonstration projects. The emergence 
of cost-effective options will speed acceptance and utilization of such 
technologies – and increase people’s willingness to agree to the limits 
those technologies will make possible.
 As the old Indian saying goes, the earth is not inherited from our 
fathers, but is borrowed from our children. Your leadership is critical 
to putting us on a path to pass a viable earth on to all the children of 
the world. It’s the “change we need.”

James Barnes is a professor of public and environmental affairs and professor 
of law. He is former dean of the School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

 

Lisa Blomgren Bingham
Redefine public participation in government. Congratulations on your 
election, and congratulations on the Presidential Memorandum on 
Transparency and Open Government. As your administration already 
realizes, the laws on how government engages the public predate the 
Internet. They date back to a time when agencies viewed letting the 
public into the policy process as a necessary evil, a check on their 
abuse of power imposed by Congress. Some laws, like the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, were adopted to limit agencies’ ability to 
collaborate with stakeholders from the private and nonprofit sector.
 The time has come to revamp administrative law. We need to 
redefine public participation throughout federal law so that we 
encourage agencies to use every form of face-to-face dialogue and 
online communication to get the best ideas on the table. This means 
not just the knowledge of experts, but also the wisdom and values 
of citizens and stakeholders who deliberate on our challenges and 
potential solutions. We need to build collaboration into the U.S. 
Code. Right now, the word appears nowhere in the Administrative 
Procedure Act, even though there has been a tremendous growth in 
networks, contracts, public-private partnerships, and other structures 
through which agencies collaborate with others to get the public’s 
work done. Laws always lag behind practice. When they do, they can 
get in the way of innovation and become barriers to the best thinking. 
We need every idea we can get, given the mess we are in. Let’s make 
it easier. Let’s design a legal framework for agencies and the public 
as partners in governance in the 21st Century.

Lisa Blomgren Bingham is the Keller-Runden Professor of Public Service at the 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs and a Fellow of the National Academy 
of Public Administration (NAPA). She recently served on the Civic Engagement 
Subcommittee of the Urban Policy Committee for the Obama Campaign.

 
Crystal Garcia

Bingham GarciaBarnes
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Reinvest in re-entry: We can’t afford not to. Perhaps the most critical 
criminal justice issue that Congress and the administration will face 
is prisoner re-entry. As a senator, Mr. President, you co-sponsored 
the Reducing Recidivism and Second Chance Act of 2007 (SCA). This 
legislation provides re-entry services to adult and juvenile offenders 
and their families. This was a good first step. However, greater 
coordination of effort and resources are needed to provide state 
and local governments the appropriate technical assistance and seed 
money to implement and institutionalize effective re-entry programs.
 The SCA is slated to receive $65 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. 
This is not enough to provide the programmatic elements necessary 
for successful reintegration (e.g., employment and educational 
assistance, substance abuse treatment, housing, family programming, 
mentoring, victims support, etc.). Do the math. State and federal 
prisons release 700,000 individuals each year. Divide the dollars 
appropriated for the SCA for FY2009 by 700,000. This results in an 
expenditure of $92.85 per ex-offender. None of the needs identified 
above can be met in any meaningful way for that amount of money. 
Such a pedestrian attempt to assess federal investment in re-entry 
may be unfair. Unfortunately, queries to think tanks, non-profit 
organizations, and government agencies failed to produce an exact 
dollar amount invested by the federal government for re-entry.
 There are nearly 2.3 million Americans (not counting 
juveniles) behind bars today, and jails and prisons don’t offer much 
rehabilitation. Almost all (97 percent) of these prisoners are getting 
out and will live in our neighborhoods; roughly two-thirds are re-
arrested within three years of release. Given all of this, my advice is 
to work with Congress to reinvest in re-entry. Such “reinvestment” 
would include drastically increasing the SCA’s annual appropriation, 
identifying re-entry as its own purpose area in Byrne Formula Grants; 
requiring states that are granted federal reentry pass-through dollars 
to map their re-entry networks, assets and gaps in services before 
receiving funds; implementing transitional job programs, eliminating 
most bans on federal benefits for persons with criminal histories 
(e.g., public housing, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, 
Medicaid, financial aid for students); and pressuring states to revisit 
their restrictions on aid.
 Why do this? We can’t afford not to. Helping ex-offenders 
succeed helps us all.

Crystal Garcia is an associate professor of criminal justice, law and public 
safety in the School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

Leslie Lenkowsky
Make AmeriCorps better, not bigger. During your campaign, you called 
for increasing AmeriCorps, the nation’s principal national service 
program, from its current level of 75,000 positions to 250,000 
over five years. Engaging more Americans in community service is 
a worthy goal (and John McCain supported it, too), but expanding 
AmeriCorps is not the only – and may not be the best – way to do it.
 When it began in 1993, AmeriCorps had two principal aims. 
One was to address urgent social problems, such as homelessness 
and failing schools, by enlisting young people to serve for a year or 
two as tutors, mentors, health care aides, and in other roles with 
charities throughout the United States. The other was to foster a 

lifetime commitment to civic activity among those who participated 
in the program.
 After 15 years, the evidence that AmeriCorps is achieving either 
objective is slim.
 Some organizations that use AmeriCorps members, most 
notably Teach for America, can demonstrate real results, such as 
improvements in reading or math by children in classes taught by 
participants in the program. But these organizations tend to be highly 
selective, recruiting volunteers at the best colleges and universities, 
and invest heavily in training them. That is not the case for most 
groups that employ AmeriCorps members, nor have they much proof 
of what they are accomplishing.
 A long-term study of AmeriCorps members has shown that they 
are more likely to stay active in community life than their peers. But 
since joining AmeriCorps is voluntary, those who did so were more 
civic-minded to start with. As a result, how much difference their 
service in AmeriCorps made is hard to tell.
 This record (or lack thereof) suggests that at the very least, the 
Obama administration should concern itself with the quality of the 
AmeriCorps program, not just the quantity of AmeriCorps positions. 
It should also recognize that over 60 million Americans volunteer 
each year, including more than three million who give over 10 hours 
per week, the minimum amount required of AmeriCorps members. 
Helping the nation’s charities make better use of the volunteers they 
already have should be as high a priority for the Obama administration 
as expanding AmeriCorps.
 Not least important, your administration should encourage the 
nation’s schools – colleges and universities, as well as elementary and 
secondary – to do a better job educating young people for citizenship. 
If students do not understand the events and principles on which 
the United States was built (and there is plenty of evidence they do 
not), they are apt to be less willing to make the sacrifices – including 
volunteering and serving in AmeriCorps – necessary to extend and 
preserve them.

Leslie Lenkowsky is director of graduate programs for the Center on 
Philanthropy at IUPUI, as well as a professor of public affairs and philanthropic 
studies. He served as CEO of the Corporation for National and Community 
Service, the parent organization of AmeriCorps, from 2001 to 2003. 

Vicky Meretsky
Help scientists educate about uncertainty. As we begin to pick up the 
reins of responsible stewardship of the environment, science will 
be important, and you’ve already made it clear that you value 
science for the information it can offer. But we need to learn to 
value science for what it can teach us about uncertainty, as well as 
for its ability to reduce uncertainty. If economists are wrong about 
the economy (it has been known to happen), the public is upset, but 
seems to understand that global economics is a complex picture 
that can surprise us. The same public, faced with surprises in its 
environment, often decides that science is useless, self-serving, or 
worse. Help scientists to educate the public about uncertainty, and 
help us to show the public (including Congress!) that science can 
provide strategies for weathering surprises: for reducing damage and 
hastening recovery. Just as we need Americans to help rebuild the 
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nation in so many other ways, we need Americans to be informed 
participants in using and protecting our natural resources in the face 
of climate change, increased development pressures and other threats.

Vicky Meretsky is an associate professor and conservation biologist in the 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

 

James L. Perry
Improving performance: Get it right. During the campaign you promised to 
create a high-performance government. You followed your campaign 
promise with quick action by designating a Chief Performance Officer 
(CPO)*, whose responsibilities are to help improve government 
efficiency and enhance programs’ accountability for performance. 
The idea of making government performance a high priority is 
laudable. But we have been here before. In 1961 – the year you were 
born – Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara brought a group of 
whiz kids to Washington who introduced an array of efficiency and 
effectiveness-enhancing techniques. Every president since Lyndon 
Johnson promised to create a high-performance government, took 
actions based on their promises, and, judging by your assessments, 
achieved the same disappointing results.
 Here’s my advice as you embark on the path to high-performance 
government.

•  Consult a diverse group of scholars, current and former feds, 
and representatives from other governments, the nonprofit 
community and the private sector for insights about why 
government performance falls short of expectations. Careful 
reflection about sources of past failures (including lofty 
expectations raised by presidential rhetoric) is essential to avoid 
repeating them.

•  Be prepared to invest in government, including its information 
and Web-based systems, recruitment of professional talent and 
senior executives, and staff training and development. The old 

adage that “you get what you pay for” is confirmed repeatedly 
in post-mortems of the deaths of federal change initiatives.

•  Although bureaucrats are often blamed for government’s poor 
performance, the buck stops with you, Mr. President, and with 
Congress. You and Congress need to work together to assure 
that government programs are well designed, appropriately 
resourced, and effectively led.

James L. Perry is a distinguished professor in the School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs and Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration. 
He has been studying government performance since the 1970s, when he led 
a major assessment of the effectiveness of the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978. 

Nicole C. Quon
Require health insurance to cover contraceptives. Mr. President: Most 
insurance companies offer coverage for prescription drugs, but many 
insurance companies deny coverage for contraceptives. Twenty-seven 
states require insurers to cover Food and Drug Administration-
approved contraceptive drugs and devices, but 19 states allow some 
employers and insurers to opt-out. These inconsistent laws mean 
that many women who have health insurance are forced to pay out-
of-pocket for their contraceptives.
 An annual supply of contraceptives typically costs less than $500, 
but systematically excluding a class of legal prescription products 
is unfair. It is unfair for women who rely on these products for 
family planning, and it is especially unfair to low-income women. 
There is precedent for this type of federal insurance regulation. 
In 1996, Congress passed mandates for coverage for maternity 
care and mental health services. The scope of the mental health 
provision was expanded in 2008. A bipartisan coalition of senators 
and representatives has introduced legislation since 1997 that would 
force insurance companies to pay for contraceptives. You were a co-
sponsor of this legislation in 2005 and 2007.
 Studies have documented that companies that add contraceptive 
coverage save money from unintended pregnancies. Why have 
we been debating this policy for a decade? The evidence is clear: 

*On January 7, President Obama designated Nancy Killefer, an executive at 
McKinsey & Co, as his choice to become the first CPO. Ms. Killefer, citing tax 
problems, withdrew from consideration on February 3.

PerryMeretskyLenkowsky
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mandating insurance coverage for contraceptives would save money 
and address an important women’s health concern. I urge you to 
include family planning services as a key component of your health 
system reform plan.

Nicole C. Quon is an assistant professor, School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs.

J.C. Randolph
Support research; heed its results. My advice would be to actually listen 
to the scientific community on a wide variety of issues such as energy, 
environmental protection, and health care. We have endured eight 
years during which scientific information was not only ignored but 
often was manipulated or distorted for political purposes. You have 
selected some absolutely outstanding scientists in several cabinet 
and other high-level positions. Give them responsibility, give them 
authority, and listen to them.
 We know that our climate is changing and we know that humans 
are greatly influencing our global environment, but more research 
is needed for both mitigation of, and adaptation to, these impacts. 
We know that we need increased energy efficiency, alternative 
energy resources, and more energy conservation, but more 
research is needed for reducing environmental impacts from energy 
development, developing new and more efficient energy technologies 
and reducing our dependence on foreign oil. We know that we need 
more accessible, more affordable, and more advanced health care, 
but more research is needed in medical sciences, developing medical 
technologies and treatments, and improving the economics and 
management of health care delivery.
 Support this research and listen to the research results.

J.C. Randolph is the director of the Center for Research in Energy and the 
Environment (CREE) and a professor of environmental science at the School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs. 

Ken Richards
The time is right to invest in energy. In your campaign, energy was a high-
profile topic. Some have suggested that you may have to compromise 

your goals, however, because of the ailing economy. In fact, this may 
be the ideal time be aggressive on the energy front, but proceed 
carefully.
 First, the caution: You cannot spend yourself rich. In a sagging 
economy you might be tempted to fund public programs just to put 
people to work. But that only makes sense if the work they do is 
productive.
 Second, the opportunity: A slow economy presents new 
opportunities. The resources we need for important public endeavors 
– e.g., labor, materials, and equipment – are now available at a 
much lower cost than in the recent past. We should take advantage 
of this opportunity to pursue long overdue improvements in our 
energy infrastructure, technology, and human capital. The electricity 
industry desperately needs to upgrade its transmission system to 
provide better access to wind power and more security in supply. 
We need to develop better technologies in the area of renewable 
energy. And, as the energy sector undergoes massive changes in the 
next couple decades, we will need a work force that is up to the 
challenge. Now is a good time to adopt programs to provide support 
for infrastructure upgrades, technology research, and support for 
education and training. But those programs must be carefully designed 
to ensure that the investments are well-spent in areas that will increase 
our productive capacity.

Ken Richards is a professor at the School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
and an energy economist.

 

John A. Rupp
Efficiency is the key, in technology and lifestyle. As our nation’s modern 
way of life and level of prosperity are based on affordable and reliable 
sources of energy, policy changes that address concerns about 
sustainable societal behavior, energy security and degradation of the 
environment must take these facts into account. Quick fixes to these 
three areas of concern won’t work well.
 Our primary policy tool to change the style and type of energy 

Randolph Richards

Quon



20  SPEA Magazine

usage should be based on efficiency. Changes in efficiency ranging 
from individual lifestyle changes to highly engineered technical 
solutions need to be integrated into energy policies. These changes 
are necessary and achievable for our nation to meet the challenge of 
creating an accessible and sustainable supply of energy.

John Rupp is the associate director of SPEA’s Center for Research in Energy and 
the Environment (CREE), and assistant director for research and section head, 
Subsurface Geology at the Indiana Geological Survey.

 

Michael Rushton
Communicate the importance of the arts. For my advice on the arts I have 
restricted myself to things that won’t cost the government a dime. 
The last thing you need these days is more voices asking for money. 
None of these items requires an “Arts Czar” or “Secretary of Culture.”
 First, when the opportunity arises, let people know about how 
your outlook on life has been shaped by the world’s cultural heritage 
– literature, music, film, painting, or whatever things have moved 
you, entertained you, that you would want to share with friends 
or your daughters. The arts can only flourish in an America where 
citizens seek it out, and you are the highest-profile role model we 
have.
 Second, continue to articulate your understanding of America’s 
cultural diversity, that America’s artistic and intellectual vitality 
depends on its lively marketplace of ideas, including visions that 
on occasion will be disturbing to some. Be a champion of the First 
Amendment, and stand behind the National Endowments for the 
Arts and the Humanities when, as will almost certainly happen, one 
of their funded projects attracts protest.
 Third, on the regulatory side, remember that citizens need to 
be able to have access to works, including those that come attached 
with intellectual property rights. Major producers of media will be 
sending plenty of lobbyists your way, asking for laws that often will 
make access more difficult or costly; keep in mind the arts consumer, 
or the young, struggling artist, whose ability to create is lessened the 
more that our cultural heritage is locked away behind ever-tightening 

copyright rules.

Michael Rushton is the director of IU’s Arts Administration Program at SPEA and an 
associate professor at the School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

(Excerpted from “Perpectives on Policy,” February 13, 2009; available 
online at http://newsinfo.iu.edu/issue/page/normal/139.html; by 
Stephen L. Hinnefield and Christopher J. Adamec, IU Office of University 
Communications).

Rushton

Rupp
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The island of Bali is part of the Republic of 
Indonesia, the largest archipelago in the 
world, with over 18,000 islands.

A popular tourist destination, known for its natural 
attractions, perfect climate, and relaxed atmosphere, 
this island of flowers, temples, and friendly people is 
considered a real gem by travelers worldwide.
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i

Photo by Helen Buckland, for SOS

Orangutans are the only “red” 
ape, and the only strictly 
arboreal ape, meaning that 
they spend their lives in the 
forest canopy, even building 
nests in the trees in which to 
sleep. Orangutans do not live 
in family groups. The largest 
family unit is a female and 
two offspring, and males 
and females usually meet 
up only to breed. This semi-
solitary lifestyle is thought 
to have evolved due to the 
unpredictability of available 
food. 
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iIN SEPTEMBER OF 2008, Maria Renner, a current graduate student 
in SPEA pursuing two Master’s degrees in Public Affairs and 
Environmental Science, chose to take a year off from her two and 
a half year program to work as the Coordinator of the Sumatran 
Orangutan Society (SOS) based in Bali, an organization dedicated 
to the conservation of Sumatran orangutans and their forest home. 
Immediately upon landing the job, she sold her car, gave away her 
furniture and said goodbye to family and friends, putting classes and 
her Western life on hold…deciding to continue, as she puts it, “to 
spread the awareness of alternative paths through education.”
 This particular alternative path leads to the Malaysian and 
Indonesian islands of Borneo and Sumatra – now the only two islands 
that support the forest habitat of Earth’s largest arboreal animals, 
orangutans. The orangutan is one of our closest relatives in the animal 
kingdom, sharing 96.4 percent of our DNA. Indigenous peoples of 
Indonesia and Malaysia call this ape “Orang Hutan,” which literally 
translates as “Person of the Forest.”
 Sadly, the revered orangutan (Pongo spp.)  is now critically 
endangered, with rapidly decreasing populations due to the 
destruction of rainforest for palm oil plantations, other cash crops,  
hunting, and trafficking. Millions of hectares of forest have been 
cleared to make way for lucrative plantations, leaving the orangutans 
forced to live in fragmented patches of habitat. Palm berries

Palm oil plantation
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Photo by Elizabeth Menzies, for SOSPhoto: SOS
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 Orangutans who wander into palm 
oil plantations are attacked with machetes, 
poisoned, or burned alive since they destroy 
the ripe palm fruit. The slash-and-burn methods 
of clearing forest not only release enormous 
amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, 
but creates vast monocultural fields. 
 Furthermore, palm oil is found in virtually 
all foods, most times not even labeled, so 
consumers may unknowingly support the 
destruction in Indonesia. Awareness of the link 
between palm oil and the rapidly shrinking 
orangutan populations is not well known. In 
fact, scientists predict that if the current rate of 
deforestation continues, orangutans could  be 
the first of the Great Ape species to be extinct. 

As SOS Coordinator, Maria Renner arranges 
educational school visits, writes articles for local 
newspapers; coordinates with SOS’s sister office in 
Medan, Sumatra; creates fundraising events; manages 
volunteers; writes public awareness articles; and 
creates publicity about the palm oil-orangutan link. 
SOS in Sumatra currently works to replant rain forest 
trees, arrange conservation camps for school children, 
and to train local communities, building feeding 
platforms for the orangutans, training local guides in 
Sumatra, and providing food and medicine to forest 
rangers and orangutans. 

For more information on the Sumatran Orangutan 
Society, visit http://www.orangutans-sos.org/. 

Unless otherwise noted, photos: Maria Renner.

POSSIBLE CUTLINE INFO:

Photo by Elizabeth Menzies, for SOS

Photo: SOS



26  SPEA Magazine

Reports of 
foodborne 
disease 
outbreaks 
and food 
product 
recalls 
have 
captured 
a lot of 
media 
attention 
in the past 
several 
months. 
As a 
result, 
many 
people are 
wondering 
if the food 
they are 
eating is 
safe – 
or . . .
  

AACCORDING TO SPEA PROFESSOR AND FOOD SAFETY EXPERT DAVID 
MCSWANE, in spite of recent events, we must not lose sight of the 
fact that America has one of the safest food supplies in the world. 
Still, foodborne disease outbreaks and product recalls do illustrate 
the vulnerability of our global food system. The U.S. trades with over 
150 countries and territories and approximately 15 percent of the 
U.S. food supply is imported. In addition, approximately 60 percent 
of the fresh produce and 75 percent of the seafood consumed in the 
U.S. is imported. These imported foods, as well as those produced 
domestically, can become contaminated with an array of biological, 
chemical, and physical hazards as they flow from the farm to your 
table. 
  Some of the more recent and notable food safety episodes 
include:

•	 Salmonella	in	Peanut	Butter	–	There have been two major 
foodborne disease outbreaks and product recalls linked to peanut 
butter in the past few years. The first outbreak involved consumer-
sized jars of Peter Pan and Great Value brand peanut butter that 
were manufactured by a ConAgra Foods company plant in Georgia. 
During this outbreak, 628 people in 47 states became infected 
with Salmonella Tennessee. The second outbreak is currently ongoing 
and involves peanut butter and peanut paste contaminated with 
Salmonella Typhimurium bacteria. To date, 491 persons in 43 states 
have become ill from eating products contaminated with the peanut 
butter or peanut paste produced by the Peanut Corporation of 
America (PCA). These products are sold in bulk containers ranging 
in size from a few pounds to several hundred pounds. The peanut 
butter is distributed in many states to establishments such as long-
term care facilities, hospitals, schools, universities, restaurants, 
delis, cafeterias, and bakeries. It is not sold directly to consumers 
and is not known to be distributed for retail sale in grocery stores. 
The peanut butter and peanut paste is also commonly used as an 
ingredient in many products, including cookies, crackers, cereal, 
candy, ice cream, pet treats, and other foods. To date, PCA has 
recalled more than 31 million pounds of peanut butter and peanut 
paste. The Food and Drug Administration is advising Americans to 
avoid eating cookies, crackers, candy and ice cream that contain 
peanut butter or peanut paste while the agency works to establish 
which products are tainted with the salmonella bacteria. 

•	 China’s	Tainted	Milk	Scandal – At least six young Chinese 
children died from kidney stones and nearly 300,000 others 
experienced some form of kidney disease or urinary tract 
problems as a result of consuming infant formula contaminated 
with the organic chemical melamine. Melamine is used in plastics, 
adhesives, and dishware. In China, where the adulteration 
occurred, farmers added water to raw milk to increase its 
volume. As a result of this dilution the milk had a lower protein 
concentration. Companies using the milk to make products such 
as infant formula normally check the protein level through a test 
measuring the nitrogen content. The melamine was deliberately 
added to the milk to artificially bump up apparent protein levels. 
Melamine has also been found in candy, coffee, tea, and pet 
food from China, sparking recalls and bans on certain products. 
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The tainted milk scandal was unique because the product was 
intentionally adulterated with melamine with profit as a motive.

•	 Westland/Hallmark	Ground	Meat	Recall	Due	to	Downer	
Cows – This episode is not technically a food safety issue because 
no contaminated meat or illnesses were documented. Nonetheless, 
this event attracted a great deal of media attention and resulted 
in the recall of 143 million pounds of beef, which is the largest 
meat recall in American history. An undercover video made by 
the Humane Society revealed that the Westland/Hallmark meat 
company was slaughtering and selling meat from “downer cows” 
– animals too sick to walk to slaughter. This practice is strictly 
prohibited as meat from diseased animals could be unsafe to eat. As 
a result of this case, it will no longer be enough for a meat producer 
or processor to say they are doing the right thing; it will have to 
be able to prove it (using techniques like video surveillance). It is 
expected that proof of actions will become increasingly demanded 
and adopted over the next year by food processors.

•	 Salmonella Saintpaul in Jalapeño and Serrano Peppers 
Grown	in	Mexico	–	A total of 1,442 people in 43 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Canada were infected with Salmonella 
Saintpaul bacteria last year. Three things make this case unique 
among foodborne disease outbreaks. First, Salmonella Saintpaul 
bacteria are a rare cause of foodborne illness. Second, the outbreak 
involved fresh produce – which is becoming a very common vehicle 
of foodborne illness. Third, the outbreak was originally believed to 
be linked to red Roma and plum tomatoes and not green peppers. 
This case shows the challenges that are posed by our global food 
safety system and the importance of being able to trace fresh 
produce to its source. There’s a lot of talk of increasing traceability 
so that companies and food safety regulatory agencies can trace 
food products to their origin. Companies that can provide efficient 
traceability systems for their products provide an advantage to the 
retail food industry during recalls and outbreaks

  In a perfect world, no one would get sick, least of all from 
eating food. Unfortunately, zero risk of microbiological hazards is 
not possible and no one method will eliminate all disease-causing 
agents from the food chain. Despite progress made toward improving 
the quality and safety of foods, any raw agricultural product can be 
contaminated. Bacteria may survive despite aggressive controls at the 
processing level, or the food may become contaminated somewhere 
along the way during preparation, cooking, serving, and storage. 
Everyone in the food system, from producers to preparers, must be 
vigilant in controlling microbiological hazards and safe food handling 
must be a priority. Consumers, as the last stop in the farm-to-table 
continuum, have an important role to play in reducing the risk of 
foodborne illness. Whether you’re cooking for a party or simply a 
family dinner, it’s important to keep food safety on the menu at all 
times. (See back page for tips on reducing the risk of foodborne 
illness.)

David McSwane (H.S.D., Indiana University), is a professor and interim 
associate dean at SPEA Indianapolis. His specialties are environmental health 
policy, public health, and food safety.
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INTHEMONEY

Who. What. How much.
A sampling of current research, the SPEA faculty who 
are doing it, and the grants that help make it possible.

Professor Chris	Craft,	IUB, has 
received a $343,181 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Energy National Institute 
of Climatic Change Research to study 
the effects of sea level rise and variable 
freshwater river discharge on coastal 
wetlands. Chris also recently received an 
award in the amount of $196,938 from 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Services for his project, “To Quantify the 
Ecosystem Services Derived from Wetland 
Conservation Practices in the Glaciated 
Interior Plains: the Provision of Water 
Quality Benefits.” 

Craig Hartzer, IUPUI, received an 
award of $141,000 from President’s 
Academy of Public Administration 
(Kazakhstan) for a summer study 
professional development program for 22 
of their top civil servants enrolled in the 
Academy. 

IUPUI’s	John	Krauss received a grant 
of $55,000 from the Indiana Supreme 
Court to fund a study to take a critical 
look at how other states have approached 
managing and paying for their local courts. 
This was a major recommendation of the 
Kernan-Shepard Report that was prepared 
by the Center for Urban Policy and the 
Environment. The goal is to identify ways 
Hoosiers can be assured equal access to 
services from the courts and that they’re 
being funded in the most cost-effective 
way. Krauss also received $109,377 from 
the Indiana Office of the Governor to assist 
in the Indiana Data Initiative.

Sam Nunn, IUPUI, was awarded 
$350,000 by the Indiana Criminal Justice 
Institute to continue a series of annual 
factsheets and fact books about traffic 
safety in the state.

Top row: Chris Craft, John Krauss
Second row: Sam Nunn, J.C. Randolph,
Third row: Ken Richards, Barry Rubin
Bottom row: Todd Royer, Joe Shaw

The President’s Fund for IUB and IUPUI’s 
Collaboration in Research has awarded a 
$50,000 grant to J.C.	Randolph, Ken 
Richards, and Barry	Rubin,	IUB, to 
work on “Energy and the Environment: 
Modeling the Effects of Developing 
Energy Systems in Indiana,” a project 
to develop a model that combines the 
spatial analysis capabilities of GIS with 
technology characterizations and economic 
modeling of simultaneous energy-related 
developments in Indiana. 

Todd	Royer,	IUB, recently received a 
$50,333 grant from the President’s Fund 
for IUB and IUPUI’s Collaboration in 
Research for his project “Sustaining Water 
Resources: Environmental Impacts of 
Chemical Loadings and Transport during 
Floods,” which will develop scientific tools 
for studying the environmental, economic 
and human health impacts of floods. 
Royer also received $175,866 from the 
National Science Foundation for the first 
year of a four-year grant to study organic 
carbon, nitrogen cycling, and denitrifying 
bacteria in streams and rivers polluted 
with nitrogen from agricultural fertilizers. 
The study combines molecular genetics 
and ecosystem ecology in a truly cross-
disciplinary approach to an important 
environmental problem.

IUB’s	Joe	Shaw’s project, “Environmental 
Human Health: Use of Genomic Signatures 
in the Study of Environmental Human
Health” will pioneer the use of high-
throughput genomics to diagnose the 
presence and human health effects of 
environmental contaminants and has been 
funded by a $48,320 grant from President’s 
Fund for IUB and IUPUI’s Collaboration in 
Research.
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On May 30, 2007, Gregory	J.	Rozelle, BA ’68, 
MHA ’74, retired as director of public health for 
Dayton and Montgomery County, Ohio. He also 
worked as an adjunct clinical professor at the Wright 
State University School of Medicine in Dayton. 
Rozelle and his wife, Vicky (Phillips), BS ’68, MS 
’70, enjoy traveling and spending time with their 
grandchildren. They live in Vandalia, Ohio, and can 
be reached at gandvrozelle@aol.com.

Neil	L.	Weisman, BA ’68, MPA ’74, JD ’90, runs 
a private law practice in South Bend, Ind. He was 
recently re-elected to a fourth term on the board of 
directors of the Indiana Public Defender Council, 
and serves as Deputy Chief Public Defender for 
St. Joseph County Public Defender Department. 
Weisman is also a staff attorney for the South Bend 
Human Rights Commission. He lives in South Bend.

Perry	M.	Adair, BS ’71, MPA ’74, has retired from 
the U.S. Department of State after a career spanning 
34 years with three federal agencies. Joining 
him in retirement is his wife of 37 years, Nancy 
(Hermetet), BA ’72, MAT ’76, who accompanied 
him during 23 years of overseas assignments in seven 
countries. Nancy taught for more than 20 years in 
six overseas schools and in three American states. 
The couple now lives in Bellingham, Wash. Perry can 
be contacted at adairpm@state.gov.

Dale	S.	Duffala, BA ’75, MSES ’78, works for the 
Bureau Veritas North America in San Diego. He lives 
in La Jolla, Calif.

Dolores	“Dee”	Enrico-Janik, BA ’70, MPA ’74, 
is assistant director of client services for Indiana 
Protection & Advocacy Services. She also serves 
as chair of the community education and self-
advocacy committee of the National Disability Rights 
Network, a not-for-profit membership organization. 
As chair, Enrico-Janik is a member of the project 
advisory committee, which provides guidance to the 
training and advocacy support center, a centralized 
repository for training and technical-assistance 
information and coordination for federally mandated 
protection and advocacy programs. She lives and 
works in Indianapolis.

Jenny	A.	Erickson, BSPA ’79, is vice president 
for legislative and regulatory affairs for the Life 
Insurance Association of Massachusetts in Boston. 
After graduating from IU, she attended law school at 
Boston University and pursued a career as a public 
affairs attorney. Erickson lives in Dorchester Center, 
Mass.

In September 2007, Ann	Schmieman	Fumarolo, 
BS ’75, MPA ’86, was appointed president and 
CEO of Sci-Port Discovery Center in Shreveport, 
La. The science and entertainment center features 
more than 290 exhibits, an IMAX theater, and a 
planetarium. In 2007 the Louisiana Association of 
Museums named the center Museum of the Year. She 
is also chair of the equity and diversity committee 
for the Association of Science and Technology 
Centers. Fumarolo has two children – Kaitlin, a 
2007 graduate of Ball State University, and Tony, a 
current student in the IU Kelley School of Business. 
Fumarolo lives in Shreveport and can be contacted at 
afumarolo@sciport.org.

Michael	R.	Furnish, BA ’77, Cert. Nonprofit 
Management ’02, was named president and CEO 
of the Special Olympics Indiana in March 2007. He 
joined the organization in 1990, eventually serving 
as interim president/CEO and vice president of 
programs before his current appointment. Furnish 
has also worked as coordinator of community 
services at Noble Centers in Indianapolis. He has 
been recognized as one of the top five worldwide 
contributors to the Special Olympics Unified Sports 
Program. In 2006, Furnish received the Sycamore 
Award, the highest honor presented by the Arc of 
Indiana. He lives and works in Indianapolis.

Scott	C.	Krumwied, BSPA ’78, Cert. of Public 
Management ’84, is director of administration 
for the Social Security/Disability Determination 
Department of the state of Indiana. His wife, Nancy 
(Haines), BSN ’80, is a registered nurse for the 
Community Health Network in Indianapolis. The 
Krumwieds have four children: Jeremy, who works 
in management for Wal-Mart; Zachary, BSPH ’05, 
an administrator in training with Miller’s Merry 
Manor in Warsaw, Ind.; Nicolas, a senior at IUPUI; 
and Erika, a senior in high school. The family lives in 
Indianapolis.

In July 2007 the Pennock Hospital board of trustees 
selected Sheryl	L.	Lewis-Blake, BSPA ’78, as 
CEO of Pennock Health Services in Hastings, Mich. 
Previously, she was executive vice president and 
chief operating officer of Goshen (Ind.) Health 
System.

In August 2008, the Indiana Historical Society 
released Indiana Political Heroes, written by Geoffrey	
D.	Paddock, BA ’77, MPA ’88. The book explores 
the political lives of eight individuals who have 
forged Indiana’s political legacy. Paddock is the 
executive director of the Headwaters Flood Control 
and Park Project in Fort Wayne, Ind., and is past 
president of the Fort Wayne Community Schools 
board of trustees. He lives in Fort Wayne.

William	C.	Padish, BA ’76, MPA ’78, writes that 
he is now assistant chief counsel for the Department 
of Homeland Security’s Office of the Chief Counsel, 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. He 
lives in Roselle, Ill.
In 2007,	Doris	L.	Parlette, AS ’79, BSCJ 

Yep – he’s one of ours! 

Robert A. Meyer Jr., BSPA ’75, is an attorney 
for the law firm Porter Wright Morris & Arthur 
in Columbus, Ohio. He recently joined the 
Ohio State Bar Foundation’s 2008 Fellows 
Class, a group of volunteer judges, attorneys, 
law professors, and magistrates who work 
together to produce community service 
projects. In 2007, Meyer was selected for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America in 
the area of land use and zoning law. He has 
also been named as one of Ohio’s leading 
attorneys in Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business, published 
by Chambers & Partners. Meyer lives in 
Gahanna, Ohio.

ALUMNIUPDATES
[WHERE IN THE WORLD]

’60s

’70s
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’81, became regional manager for the Indiana 
Department of Child Services in Indianapolis. 
She is responsible for managing the organization’s 
operations in Brown, Green, Lawrence, Monroe, 
and Owen Counties. Previously, Parlette served 
as superintendent for the Bloomington (Ind.) 
Work Release Center and as superintendent of the 
Madison (Ind.) Correctional Facility. She lives in 
Bloomington.

Philip	“Satch”	Sachtleben, BSCJ ’76, JD ’80, is 
the associate vice president for governmental affairs 
at Ball State University in Muncie, Ind. Sachtleben 
and his wife, Mary, BSN ’81, a veterinarian, live in 
Springport, Ind.

Michael	Sweeney, BSPH ’79, lives in Louisville, 
Ky., with his wife, Margie (Campbell), BA ’78, 
MD ’83, founder and president of Helping Hands 
Healing Ministries Inc.

In October 2007, Jeffrey	S.	Tunis, MPA ’79, was 
promoted to the Senior Foreign Service with the U.S. 
State Department. He is based in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
where he serves as consul general. Tunis’s son, Scott, 
attends IU Bloomington.

John	D.	Wild, BA ’74, MPA ’94, writes that he is 
completing the first year of a three-year term as a 
planning and zoning commissioner for the town of 
Longboat Key, Fla., where he lives.

Gov. Mitch Daniels named Cale	J.	Bradford, 
BSPA ’82, JD ’86, to the Indiana Court of Appeals 
in August 2007. Bradford represents the court’s 
second district, an area that includes Marion County. 
Bradford lives in Indianapolis.

Jane	M.	Callahan, MPA ’87, works for the Parents 
as Teachers National Center in St. Louis, where she 
lives with her husband, James B. Bullard, MA ’87, 
PhD ’90, president and CEO of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of St. Louis. The couple has two daughters.

Baird	B.	Campbell, BSPA ’89, works for the 
United Parcel Service as a first officer flying MD-11 
aircraft on the firm’s international routes. Campbell 
writes that he and his wife, Sally, are enjoying 
spending time with their two children, aged 9 and 6. 
They live in Chicago.

Ken P. Campbell, ASCJ ’80, BSCJ ’83, became 
sheriff of Boone County, Ind., in January 2007. 
He has been a member of the Sheriff’s Office since 
1979, serving as Boone County probation officer 
from 1981 to 1983. Campbell has served as a K-9 
handler, crash reconstructionist, firearms instructor, 
and special response team commander. He also 
serves as an adjunct instructor at Gunsite Academy 
Inc. in Paulden, Ariz. Campbell lives and works in 
Lebanon, Ind.

In 2007, Kim	Crider	Davenport, BACJ ’86, 

MA ’99, became development director of the 
Indianapolis Children’s Choir. Previously, she served 
as director of Choices Inc.’s Family Preservation 
Program at the Indiana Women’s Prison. Davenport 
has also served as director of the Marion County 
(Ind.) Drug Court. She lives in Westfield, Ind., with 
her husband, Ken, and their son, Oni.

Michael	K.	Davis, BSPA ’82, JD ’87, is the city 
administrator of Middleton, Wis., which was named 
in 2007 by Money Magazine as America’s best place to 
live for cities with populations less than 50,000. He 
has served in his current capacity for the past nine 
years and oversees 130 employees, 13 department 
heads, and a $17 million budget. Davis also handles 
the personnel, public information, and economic 
functions of the city. He is the former deputy mayor 
and executive assistant to former Bloomington, Ind., 
mayor Tomi Allison. The current president of the 
Wisconsin City/County Management Association, 
Davis is married to Julann Jatczak, vice president 
of the Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corp. 
They have three children – Andrew, Patrick, and 
Sarah. Davis lives in Middleton.

Dale	Dewar	II, BA ’85, Cert ’91, MPA ’02, is a 
contracting officer for the U.S. Navy. He lives and 
works in New Orleans.

David	C.	Ferguson, BSPA ’86, is an account executive 
at Bankrate.com in Chicago. He lives in Gary, Ind.

In November 2007, Karen	E.	Goldner, MPA ’89, 
was elected to the Fort Wayne (Ind.) City Council. 
She lives in Fort Wayne.

The Indianapolis law firm Sommer Barnard has 
elected four new directors, three of whom are IU 
alumni, including Gretchen	K.	Gutman, BA ’86, 
MPA ’87, JD ’97, of Indianapolis, who is a member 
of the firm’s government-services practice group.

Suwito	Hadiatmojo, MPA ’87, is general manager 
of human resources for the Bank Ekspor Indonesia in 
Jakarta. He lives in Pondok Hijau, Indonesia.

Carol Susan Johnson, MPA ’87, is an 
accreditation specialist for Parkview Health System 
Inc. in Fort Wayne, Ind. She recently received a 
PhD in health administration from Warren National 
University. Johnson serves as a magnet appraiser for 
the American Nurses Credentialing Center and is 
currently chair of the content-expert panel for the 
Nursing Administration Certification Examination. 
She also serves as chair of the bylaws committee 
of the Indiana State Nurses Association and is a 
reviewer for Nursing Management magazine. Johnson 
lives in Fort Wayne.

William	D.	Kemper, MPA ’88, is a candidate for 
30th Judicial Circuit Judge, Div. 4. He writes that he 
learned the importance of public service during his 
college years at IU. Those interested in contacting 
Kemper can visit his Web site, www.dougkemper.
com. He lives in Louisville, Ky.

Denise	K.	LaRue, BSPA ’80, JD ’89, is a partner 
for the law firm Haskin Lauter & LaRue. In 2007 she 
received the Antoinette Dakin Leach Award from 
the Women and the Law Division. LaRue lives and 
works in Indianapolis.

Linda	S.	McDougal, Cert ’80, MPA ’84, is a 
revenue officer for the Internal Revenue Service in 
South Bend, Ind., where she lives.

Carl	E.	Morehouse, MPA ’80, has been re-elected 
for a third four-year term on the Ventura (Calif.) 
City Council. He recently completed a two-year 
term as mayor of the city, following a two-year term 
as deputy mayor. In December 2006, Morehouse 
retired from the County of Ventura after serving 20 
years as a land-use planner. He lives in Ventura.

Paula	M.	Parker-Sawyers, BA ’81, MPA ’03, 
is director of outreach and partnerships with the 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned 
Pregnancy in Washington, D.C. She previously 
worked at the Office of Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives. Parker-Sawyers lives in Silver Spring, Md.

Kyle	R.	Richmond, Cert. of Public Affairs/BA 
’84, is public information officer for the Wisconsin 
State Elections Board. Previously, he served as 
PIO for the state’s Office of the Commissioner of 
Insurance and Division of Food Safety. A three-
term member of the Dane County, Wis., board of 
supervisors, Richmond lives in Madison, Wis.

Jill	E.	Ritchie, BSPA 
’88, is manager of state 
government affairs for 
the U.S. Steel Corp. in 
Pittsburgh. In December 
2007 she became 
responsible for overseeing 
the company’s state and 
local governmental affairs 
in Indiana and Michigan. 
Ritchie joined the U.S. 
Steel’s governmental affairs department in 2006, 
after spending five years as an attorney in the 
company’s law department. Prior to that, she 
worked as a labor and employment attorney. Ritchie 
lives in Pittsburgh.

Matthew	W.	Roberts, MA/MPA ’88, PhD 
’91, is a real-estate agent with Hounshell Real 
Estate in Washington, D.C. Previously, he 
was the project director at the Academy for 
Educational Development, helping hundreds 
of companies establish HIV/AIDS workplace 
programs and policies. Roberts can be contacted 
at matthew@matthewroberts.biz or matthew@
hounshellrealestate.com. He lives in Washington, 
D.C.

Thomas	E.	Ruff, BSPA ’89, is the author of How 
to Break Into Pharmaceutical Sales – A Headhunter’s 
Strategy, published by Waverly Press. He is the 
president and CEO of Tom Ruff Co., a recruiting 
firm with offices in Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
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New York City, Dallas, and Phoenix. He speaks at 
national meetings, forums, and universities about 
trends and opportunities in pharmaceutical sales, 
recruiting, motivation, and leadership. Ruff splits 
his time between New York City and Los Angeles. 
His Web sites are www.tomruff.com and www.
breakintopharmsales.com.

Kenneth	D.	Schnable, BSPA ’87, is vice president 
of operations for Schnable Alarm Systems Inc. in La 
Porte Ind., where he lives.

Julian L. Shepard, BSMS ’80, JD ’83, is a partner 
for the law firm Williams Mullen in Washington, 
D.C. He serves as chair of the firm’s communications 
practice. In July 2008, Shepard received the 
Extraordinary Service Award from the Minority 
Media and Telecommunications Council. He lives in 
McLean, Va.

Greg	A.	Slawson, BSPA ’86, is vice president 
of operations for Oil Purification Systems Inc., a 
company based in Shelton, Conn. His wife, Lisa 
(Tiberend), BS ’86, JD ’90, was recently elected to 
a second term as president of the board of education 
for Saline (Mich.) Area Schools. The Slawsons live 
in Saline.

David	A.	Wheeler, BSPA ’86, is president and 
CEO of Greenleaf Environmental Services in 
Buford, Ga. Greenleaf Environmental made Inc. 500’s 
list of fastest-growing private companies two years in 
a row, with a profitable growth of almost 300% from 
2004 to 2007, and over 250% from 2005 to 2008. 
Wheeler lives in Suwanee, Ga.

In August 2007, Dennis	W.	Wilson, MPA ’81, 
retired after 25 years with the U.S. Treasury. He 
served as manager of the Houston office of the 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration. 
Wilson and his wife, Joan, plan to divide their 
time in retirement between homes in Texas and 
Mishawaka, Ind. Dennis also plans to work part time 
under contract conducting government background 
investigations.

Catherine	M.	Wray-Tully, BSPA ’85, lives in 
Las Vegas with her husband, Michael. She can be 
contacted at fuuufuu@aol.com.

Brett	D.	Yormark, BSPA ’88, is president and CEO 
of the NBA’s New Jersey Nets. He lives in Franklin 
Lakes, N.J., and works in East Rutherford, N.J.

Jeffrey	P.	Young, BSPA ’89, is president of the 
consulting firm Young Landis, which provides 
consultation in the fields of business processes and 
supply-chain management. He lives and works in 
Noblesville, Ind., and can be contacted at jpyoung@
younglandisllc.com.

Jonathan	R.	Bailey, Cert/BSPA ’93, lives in 
Canton, Conn., with his wife, Sage M. Steele-Bailey, 
BS ’95, a sports anchor for ESPN in Bristol, Conn.

Chad	K.	Bauer, AS ’92, BSCJ ’94, is a firefighter 
for the Fort Wayne (Ind.) Fire Department. He 
also helps instruct new probationary employees as 
volunteer firefighters. Bauer lives in Fort Wayne with 
his wife and three children.

Jason	R.	Beal, BSPA ’93, MPA ’94, is principal of 
Public Sector Budgeting and Revenue Management 
Solutions in Washington, D.C. Previously, he was 
president of Beal Solutions Inc. in Fort Pierce, Fla. In 
the summer, Beal lives in Bloomington, Ind., and in 
the winter he lives in Vero Beach, Fla.

Kimberly	McBride	Beasley, BSPA ’97, and 
her husband, Kyle, have relocated to Austin, Texas. 
Kimberly opened a branch office for a Houston-
based environmental consulting firm Berg Oliver 
Associates Inc. Her husband opened a branch 
office for the architectural firm Luckett and Farley. 
Beasley writes, “We love Austin. It’s like a bigger 
Bloomington!”

After ten years working for a local government 
professional association, David	A.	Borak, MPA 
’96, has taken a new position as a senior policy 
analyst with the National Governors Association in 
Washington, D.C. In this position he works with the 
nation’s governors on environmental policies and 
issues. Borak can be reached at dborak@nga.org. 

Michelle	M.	Bradley, MLS ’92, Cert ’06, is 
assistant director of the Frankfort (Ind.) Community 
Public Library. She lives in Lafayette.

Gregory	A.	Chesmore, MPA ’99, is manager of 
state government relations for Celgene Corp., a 
New Jersey-based biopharmaceutical company that 
specializes in developing therapies to treat cancer 
and immune-based diseases. He lives in Milwaukee 
and can be contacted at gchesmore@celgene.com.

Rhondalyn	R.	Cox, Cert/BS ’95, MPH ’97, 
works for the U.S. Public Health Service’s Office of 
Commissioned Corps Operations in Rockville, Md. 
She has completed ten years of active-duty service 
and writes that she will be promoted to the rank of 
commander in April. Cox lives in Gaithersburg, Md.

John Crisley, MPA ’95, is an energy project 
manager for the Massachusetts Division of Capital 
Asset Management (DCAM) in the Energy Efficiency 
and Sustainable Buildings Group. DCAM manages 
and designs all public buildings in the state. The 
agency is one unity implementing the Governor’s 
policy on all new construction meeting at least 
the LEED Silver Standard. He can be contacted at: 
jcrisley@comcast.net.

Bernadette	Nellis	De	Leon, BSPA ’93, MA/
MSES ’97, is the director of technology services 
for the IU Bloomington School of Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation. She is currently 
completing a Ph.D. in recreation, park and tourism 
studies through the school, focusing on natural 
resource management, geographic information 
systems and health aspects of natural areas. She lives 
in Bloomington.

Brian	S.	DeMoss, BSPA ’91, is IT facility director 
for the Banner Baywood Medical Center in Mesa, 
Ariz. In July he graduated from Stanford’s Advanced 
Project Management Program and is now a Stanford 
certified project manager. DeMoss lives in Chandler, 
Ariz., and can be reached at briandtennis@cox.net.

Laura	J.	Dodds, BS ’99, MPA ’06, is the 
programs director with TechPoint Foundation in 
Indianapolis. She began her career in the not-for-
profit community with The Boys & Girls Club of 
Indianapolis and, until recently, served as assistant 
director of development with the Herron School of 
Art. In this position, Dodds had responsibility for 
developing corporate and volunteer partnerships and 
managing the school’s annual giving program. She 
lives in Indianapolis.

Jason	L.	Dombkowski, BSPA ’92, is chief of 
police for West Lafayette, Ind. He has been an officer 
with the department for 14 years. Dombkowski 
lives in West Lafayette and can be reached at 
jdombkowski@city.west-lafayette.in.us.

Lisa	Greer	Douglass, BSPH ’95, MLS ’02, is a 
research analyst for the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association in Indianapolis. She and her husband, 
Jess, have a son, Mitchell James, who was born in 
March 2007. The family lives in Indianapolis.

Morris	E.	Edmonds, AGS ’99, BGS ’03, MPA ’07, 
is a foreman at U.S. Steel Gary Works in Gary, Ind. 
He writes that, “I am still pursuing my doctorate and 
hope to finish soon. If possible, I would like to return 
to IU Northwest to teach part-time. The school has 
given me so much while I was there, and I would like 
to share it with new students who are coming to the 
school.” Edmonds lives in Gary.

John H. Ellis, Cert. of Chemically Hazardous 
Material Management ’92, is a senior environmental 
health specialist, inspector, and responder for the 
Siskiyou County (Calif.) Department of Public 
Health’s hazardous materials management/CUPA 
program. He lives in Yreka, Calif., with his wife, 
Marilyn, PhD ’93.

Dreama	C.	Elmore, ASCJ ’99, who writes under 
the pseudonym Drew Silver, is the author of The 
Vampire Within: The Beginning and The Vampire Within: 
New Blood. The novels are part of a trilogy and 
published by Global Book Publisher. She lives in San 
Diego.
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Katherine Emrich, BSPH ’95, is manager of 
market access for the international division of 
Abbott Laboratories’ pharmaceutical business in 
Abbott Park, Ill. She joined the company in 2005 
after receiving her MBA degree from the University 
of Michigan’s Ross School of Business. Previously, 
Emrich served as manager of disease management 
programs at the National Jewish Medical and 
Research Center in Denver. She and her husband, 
David, live in Chicago.

Amy	Pomeranz	Essley, Cert ’93, BSPH ’94, is 
program coordinator for Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Central Indiana. A recent graduate of the United 
Way of Central Indiana’s leadership development 
program, Leadership United, she lives and works in 
Indianapolis.

Patrick	M.	Ferraro, Cert ’97, MPA ’00, has been 
appointed to the Senior Executive Service of the 
federal government and named head of contracting 
activity and director of headquarters procurement 
services for the U.S. Department of Energy in 
Washington, D.C. He has worked as a senior 
contracting official for the federal government for 
25 years. Ferraro also serves as a commander in the 
Navy Reserve. He lives in Springfield, Va., with his 
wife and family.

Rhonda	Combs	Gage, BSPH ’99, is director 
of employee benefits in the small-business unit of 
the insurance agency Neace Lukens. She lives in 
Cincinnati.

Sean	P.	Gallagher, MSES/JD’ 96, has been named 
as co-chair of Greenebaum Doll & McDonald’s 
antitrust team. He is also a member of the firm’s 
corporate and commercial practice group based in 
Louisville, Ky.

Brian	E.	Glazebrook, MS/MPA ’96, is manager of 
supply chain social responsibility for Cisco Systems 
Inc. in San Jose, Calif. He lives in Half Moon Bay, 
Calif., and can be contacted at brian.glazebrook@
gmail.com.

In January 2008, Stephenie	K.	Gookins, BSPA 
’94, JD ’98, became a partner for the law firm 
Campbell Kyle Proffitt in Noblesville, Ind. In 2007 
she was selected as a member of the 2008 Indiana 
Leadership Forum class, an organization that allows 
participants to become more involved in their 
political communities. Gookins lives in Sheridan, 
Ind., with her husband, Tom, and her two children, 
Zachary and Danielle.

Sean	M.	Gorman, BSPA ’99, JD ’05, is director 
of the Indiana State Board of Nursing, based in 
Indianapolis. He lives in Bloomington, Ind.

Derek	“Dak”	Hardwick, BSPA ’98, has joined 
Harris Corporation’s government-relations team as 
an international government-relations manager in 
Washington, D.C. He works closely with Harris’s 
RF Communications Division, a leading supplier 

of voice and data communications products, based 
in Rochester, N.Y. Previously, Hardwick served 
as legislative director for U.S. Rep. Niki Tsongas 
of Massachusetts and, prior to that, he served as 
director for peacekeeping operations for the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense. He lives in Alexandria, 
Va.

Howard	S.	Hirsch, BSPA ’91, is of counsel in the 
business and finance practice group of the law firm 
Powell Goldstein’s in Atlanta. Previously, Hirsch 
worked for the law firm Holland & Knight. He lives 
in Atlanta.

Jeremy Hough, BSPH ’94 and MHA ’98 is the 
director of I.T. at Indiana Heart Physicians and lives 
in central Indiana. 

Jeff Jensen, BA ’98, MPA ’00, is manager of data 
processing services for the New York State Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance in Albany, N.Y. 
He and his wife, Lisanne (Carothers), BA '97, have a 
daughter, Meredith Elise, who was born in October 
2006. The Jensens live in Stuyvesant, N.Y. and can be 
reached at lvjensen@nycap.rr.com.

In January 2006, M.	Luke	Jones, MPA ’96, 
became director of the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Midwest region Indiana environmental 
office. Previously, he served as manager of the EPA’s 
national tribal waste management program. Prior to 
that, Jones worked for Native American Consultants 
Inc. in Washington, D.C., and for the National Tribal 
Environmental Council in Albuquerque, N.M. He 
lives and works in Chicago.

Melina	Maniatis	Kennedy, BA ’91, MSES 
’95, JD ’95, a partner for the law firm Baker & 
Daniels, was one of 19 “Influential Women” chosen 
by the Indianapolis Business Journal in November. 
The publication recognizes women who hold power 
and influence in their organizations, industries, and 
communities. Kennedy is an active volunteer in the 
Indianapolis community and has spent many years in 
public service, serving as deputy mayor for Mayor 
Bart Peterson and running for Marion County 
Prosecutor. At Baker & Daniels, she is the group 
leader for the energy, environment, and climate 
change practice and counsels clients in public-finance 
and economic-development matters. Kennedy lives 
in Indianapolis.

Jeffrey	T.	Klaybor, BSPA ’99, has been promoted 
to president of Stouffer Industries, which provides 
quality-control devices for photosensitive systems. 
Previously, he served as vice president of operations 
for the company. Klaybor lives and works in South 
Bend, Ind.

Darren	Klingler, AS ’93, BSPA ’96, Cert ’04, 
MPA ’06, is the Healthy Indiana Plan manager 
for the state of Indiana. He lives and works in 
Indianapolis.

For the past three years, Cheryl	A.	Koch-
Martinez, Cert. of Environmental Studies/BA ’95, 
has been manager of the Arizona Department of 
Health Services’ Office of Human Rights in Phoenix. 
The office provides legal advocacy to people with 
serious mental illness to aid in promoting recovery 
and autonomy. She lives with her husband, Ricardo, 
and son, Max, in Tempe, Ariz.

Paul	T.	Kreidler, BSPA ’95, was recently named 
budget director for St. Louis County, Mo. He and 
his wife, Amy (Strack), BS ’95, have two children – 
Emily and Adam. They live in Glendale, Mo.

Eric	D.	Larmore, BA ’93, MPA ’00, is 
environmental manager for Nucor Steel Tuscaloosa 
Inc. He lives and works in Tuscaloosa, Ala., and can 
be contacted at elarmore@nucortusk.com.

John	J.	Mack, MSES ’90, after 15 years of 
working for the Ohio EPA as a lawyer and then a 
wetland ecologist, John recently took a position 
with Cleveland Metroparks as their Chief of Natural 
Resources. John lives in Lakewood, Ohio with his 
wife Alene and children, Rachel and Aaron. 

In 2007, Jason	E.	Marker, BS ’94, MD ’98, 
Cert ’00, MPA ’02, a physician, was elected to 
the board of directors for the American Academy 
of Family Physicians. He has served on the board 
of directors for the Indiana Academy of Family 
Physicians since 2002. In addition to his private 
practice, Marker serves as president of the medical 
staff at the Community Hospital of Bremen, Ind., 
and as director of quality improvement at St. Joseph 
Regional Medical Center in Mishawaka, Ind. A 
recipient of the AAFP Mead Johnson Award for 
Graduate Medical Education, he lives in Mishawaka.

Kenyatta	K.	Matheny, BSPA ’95, is a senior vice 
president in the middle-market corporate finance 
group of Associated Banc-Corp in Chicago. He is 
also pursuing an MBA degree from the University of 
Chicago Graduate School of Business, where he is a 
Robert A. Toigo Fellow. Matheny plans to complete 
his degree in March 2009. He lives in Chicago.

David	C.	Morgan, BSPA ’94, has been promoted 
to mortgage loan officer in the BB&T Corp.’s 
residential mortgage office in Atlanta. He joined the 
bank in 2007. Morgan lives in Atlanta.

Lydia	Amerson	Murray, MPA ’95, has become 
chief of staff for the Chicago Transit Authority. 
Previously, she served as deputy chief of staff for 
management for Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and 
in various positions for former New York City Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani. 

Astride	Nazaire, MPA ’98, currently works as 
a diplomat representing the interests of Haiti at 
the United Nations in New York City. She lives in 
Queens, N.Y., with her husband, Jean-Sebastien 
Riche, and her daughter, Chloe.
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Yep – she’s one of ours! 

The American Society of Association Executives has announced 
that Tabitha A. Cross, BSPH ’96, MS (Education) ’01, Director of 
Professional Development for the Indiana Pharmacists Alliance, has 
earned the Certified Association Executive (CAE™) credential. The CAE 
is the highest professional credential in the association industry. Less than 
five percent of all association professionals have earned the CAE.

After receiving her undergraduate degree, Tabitha worked several years for the Enrollment 
Center and University College and later as Assistant Director of the Honors Program. In 
2002 she took a position with the Indiana Pharmacists Alliance as Director of Professional 
Development where she develops continuing education (CE) programs for pharmacists, 
administers the association’s CE accreditation program, and serves as managing editor of 
the association’s publications. Tabitha currently serves on the Boards of the Indiana Adult 
Immunization Coalition, IUPUI-SPEA Alumni Council, and the Hook’s Drugstore Museum.

Yoshiko	Osawa, MPA ’98, works for Omori and 
Yaguchi U.S.A. in Philadelphia. She lives in Elkins 
Park, Pa.

R.	Chris	Osborne, BA ’91, BS ’94, Cert. of 
Nonprofit Management ’07, is a career awareness 
coordinator for Crossroads of America Council in 
Indianapolis. He recently received a certificate in 
not-for-profit management from IUPUI. Prior to 
taking up his new position, he writes that he had the 
“greatest job in the world: [staying] home with my 
kids. I’d love to hear from any Read Center folks still 
out there.” Osborne lives in Greenwood, Ind., and 
can be contacted at rcosborne@insightbb.com.

Lt. Col. Robert	P.	Palmer, MPA ’98, has been 
selected for an Air Force legislative fellowship and 
assigned to the office of Sen. Jim DeMint of South 
Carolina. He will be working on national security, 
foreign relations, and energy policy issues. Palmer 
lives in Springfield, Va., and works in Washington, 
D.C.

Laura	B.	Pennycuff, BSPA ’93, is a grants 
manager with Doorways for Women and Families in 
Arlington, Va. She lives in Vienna, Va.

Amy	Jo	Andrews	Platz, BSCJ ’98, writes, “I was 
employed as a juvenile probation-officer for St. Joe 
County (Ind.) upon graduation. I also did part-
time work at the Family & Children’s Center as a 
treatment specialist, when I switched to full time 
after leaving probation in 2003. I took a job as a 
loss-prevention executive with Target Corp. in 2004, 
which had me relocating to Toledo, Ohio. After a 
year, I realized that my passion was working with 
at-risk youth. I enrolled at the University of Toledo 
to complete my master’s degree in criminal justice, 
which was always a goal of mine. I graduated in 
December [2006] and was subsequently blessed with 
the job of a lifetime. I am a residential treatment 
specialist at the Youth Treatment Center in Toledo, a 
unique program for high-risk felony-level juvenile 
offenders. This program is an intense 12–18-month 
program that utilizes the perceptual control theory 

along with responsible thinking. I love every minute 
of this job.”

Greg	S.	Raisman, BSPA ’95, MPA ’00, works 
for the Portland (Ore.) Office of Transportation. 
He focuses on traffic safety with an emphasis on 
bicycle and school safety, traffic calming, and 
environmentally friendly streets. Raisman lives in 
Portland with his wife, Beth, a special-education 
teacher, and their dog, Dot. He can be reached at 
gregraisman@gmail.com.

Daniel	H.	Rodgers, BSPA ’99, has been promoted 
to audit manager at the accounting firm KPMG. He 
lives and works in Los Angeles and can be reached at 
danielhrodgers@hotmail.com.

Jennifer	G.	Ruby, MPl ’96, JD ’99, is the principal 
of Ruby Law in Indianapolis. She also serves as 
president of the Warren Township Development 
Association. In September 2007, Ruby won the 2007 
Indy’s Best and Brightest in Law award, presented by 
Junior Achievement of Central Indiana. She lives in 
Indianapolis.

Travis	L.	Scott, BSPA ’98, works for Jobster Inc. in 
Seattle. He received an MBA from the University of 
Colorado in May 2006. Scott lives in Bothell, Wash.

Chadwin	B.	Smith, MPA ’96, is the ecologist 
director of natural resources with Headwater 
Corp. in Lincoln, Neb., where he lives. He also 
serves as chief scientist and adaptive management 
plan coordinator for the Platte River Recovery 
Implementation Program.

In 2007 the Indiana Geographic Information Council 
recognized three IU Bloomington staff members 
for developing an online system that allows users 
to download multiple files from the Indiana Spatial 
Data Portal, a large repository of Indiana geospatial 
data. Two of the staff members were Stephanie 
L. Snider, BSPA ’96, MPA ’03, a GIS/database 
specialist for IU Information Technology Services 
and Nathan K. Eaton, MSES ’97, information 
services manager for IUB’s Geological Survey.

Meg	Steiger, BSPA ’99, MPH ’02, is a scientific 
communications associate for Eli Lilly and Co. in 
Indianapolis. She lives in Fishers, Ind.

Catherine	A.	Taylor, MAAA ’96, is the owner 
of Cathy Taylor Public Relations Inc. in Chicago. 
The company specializes in media relations for local 
arts and entertainment companies. Taylor lives in 
Chicago.

Elizabeth	Krug	Teague, BSPA ’99, is associate 
director of planned giving for Catholic Charities 
of Chicago. She and her husband, Dan, BS ’00, 
welcomed a daughter, Ainsley Cecelia Teague, in July. 
The family lives in Oak Park, Ill.

Matthew	J.	Thompson, MHA ’94, is the chief 
operating officer at Carson City Hospital in Carson 
City, Mich. He lives in Middleville, Mich.

Todd	E.	Zahniser, MSES ’90, has been manager 
of commercial services for ScrapSite.net since 
2001. The company is an Internet marketplace for 
the buying and selling of scrap metals and other 
recyclable materials. He is also a project manager 
for various automation projects in the steel and 
recycling industry for ScrapSite’s parent company, 
Management Science Associates, Inc. of Pittsburgh, 
Pa. Zahniser lives in Pittsburgh and can be reached at 
tzahniser1@verizon.net.

Stacy	R.	Zearing, BSPA ’94, was recently 
promoted to executive director of development in 
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at 
North Carolina State University in Raleigh. Zearing 
and his wife, Kim, have two children – Kelsey, 9, and 
Caden, 3. The family lives in Raleigh. Stacy can be 
contacted at stacy_zearing@ncsu.edu.

Joshua	E.	Abrams, MA/MPA '02, is chief of party 
for the Russian Civil Society Support Program in 
Moscow. Previously, he was outreach coordinator for 
the Eurasia Foundation in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

Hollie	J.	Adams, BSPH ’01, Cert ’03, MHA ’04, 
is system-marketing manager for St. Vincent Health 
Marketing in Indianapolis. She lives in Westfield, Ind.

In June 2007, Dustin	C.	Anderson, BA ’02, 
MPA ’06, became an analyst for the government-
consulting firm Management Partners Inc. in 
Cincinnati. He began the job after completing an 
International City/County Management Association 
management fellowship. Anderson can be contacted 
at dustincoryanderson@gmail.com. He lives in 
Cincinnati with his wife, Jennifer, a classroom 
educator at the Cincinnati Museum Center.

In September 2007, Helane	M.	Anderson, MAAA 
’01, became an artistic administrator for the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic. Previously, she served as 
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Erika Albert, BSPA ’03, MPA ’05, recently 
received the American Humanics Outstanding 
Alumni Award at the American Humanics 
Management/ Leadership Institute (AHMI) in 
Indianapolis. Erika was recognized for her 
outstanding dedication and leadership as a 
nonprofit professional and AH Alumna. 
 
Erika has worked as development director 
for a hospital foundation and currently is the 
development director for a YMCA agency. Kala 
M. Stroup, president of AH, noted Ms. Albert’s 
many contributions, “She serves on the AH 
Community Council, guest lectures in nonprofit 
classes, helps secure resources for students, 

mentors AH students, supervises internships and volunteers for local nonprofit agencies.” 
“Erika is truly one of AH’s most notable success stories,” said Stroup

“As an undergraduate, Erika was an outstanding student and a strong leader in the AH 
Student Association,” said Peg Stice, Campus Executive/ Director of the AH program at IU-
Bloomington.“While she was working on her MPA, an anonymous donor was so impressed 
by Erika that s/he created a fund at the University Foundation in her honor to support 
professional development opportunities for American Humanics students.” 
 

Erika Albert with IU Foundation President Gene 
Tempel and AH President Kala Stroup.

director of composers and repertoire for Boosey & 
Hawkes Inc. in New York City. Anderson lives in Los 
Angeles.

Christopher	D.	Atkins, MPA/JD ’01, is senior 
fiscal policy adviser for the Indiana Office of 
Management and Budget in Indianapolis. Previously, 
he served as a staff attorney for the Tax Foundation, a 
research organization in Washington, D.C.

Joseph	M.	Baumann, BSPA '05, works for 
the Indianapolis Fire Department. He lives in 
Indianapolis.

Ian	Beaty, MPA/MS ’00, is an environmental 
planner for the professional services firm Dewberry 
and Davis in Fairfax, Va. He lives in Bethesda, Md.

Robert	A.	Brandt	III, BSPA ’03, is project 
manager for Benchmark Construction Co. in 
Brownstown, Pa. He and his wife, Kathryn, were 
married on June 2, 2007. An I-Man in football, 
Brandt lives in Lancaster, Pa.

Kevin	G.	Burt, BSPA ’04, is program manager 
for the Indiana Office of Energy and Defense 
Development in Indianapolis. In 2007 he graduated 
from the U.S. Coast Guard Recruit Training Center 
in Cape May, N.J. Burt lives in Greenwood, Ind.

Matthew	S.	Calvert, BSPA ’04, is a program 
adviser for the outer island dispensary system of the 
Yap State Memorial Hospital in Colonia, Yap, which 
is part of the Federated States of Micronesia. He 
helps the hospital distribute health services to the 
outer islands of Yap, which are some of the most 

isolated islands in the world. An I-Man in football, 
Calvert lives in Colonia.

Amy	G.	Coppel, BSPA ’01, is a senior human-
resources generalist and writes that she recently 
received her professional human-resources 
certificate. She lives in Cincinnati.

Brian	D.	Cordasco, BSPH ’05, is an administrative 
fellow with Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical 
Center in Baton Rouge, La. He lives in Baton Rouge 
and can be reached at bcordasco@gmail.com. 

Geoffrey	D.	Cripe, BSPA ’04, is a subdivision 
planner for Isle of Wight County (Va.) Planning and 
Zoning. He lives in Newport News, Va.

Lawrence	A.	Dailey, BA ’00, JD ’03, MPA ’06, is 
an unemployment insurance review board member 
and associate justice for the Indiana Department of 
Workforce Development in Indianapolis. He lives in 
Eaton, Ind.

Blaire	C.	Dalton, BSPA ’07, is a paralegal for the 
law firm Monico Pavich & Spevack in Chicago. She 
is also a graduate student at the DePaul University 
College of Law. Dalton lives in Long Grove, Ill.

Rana	L.	DeBey, MPA ’06, is an assistant program 
officer on the South East Asia desk of Mercy Corp., 
an international non-governmental organization. 
She lives and works in Portland, Ore., and can be 
reached at ranaworld@gmail.com.

John	T.	Dvorak, BS ’01, MHA ’03, writes, “I am 
looking for SPEA alumni to connect with in the 
Central Ohio area. I have a BS and MHA from the 
Bloomington and IUPUI programs, respectively. 

Feel free to contact me anytime.” Dvorak lives in 
Columbus, Ohio, and can be reached at jdvorak79@
hotmail.com.

Nicholas	L.	Dus, BSPA ’05, MHA ’07, is a 
management engineer at Deaconess Health System 
in Evansville, Ind. He lives in Evansville.

Coti	J.	Edwards, Cert ’00, BSPA ’01, JD ’05, has 
become an associate for the law firm Munck Butrus 
in Dallas, where she joins the firm’s intellectual 
property section. Previously, she served as in-
house counsel for CMG Worldwide Inc., where 
she managed the intellectual property rights of 
entertainment legends such as Marilyn Monroe, 
James Dean, and Buddy Holly. Edwards lives in 
Addison, Texas.

In April 2007, the Hoosier National Forest 
branch of the U.S. Forest Service honored two IU 
Bloomington alumni for their work in developing 
and implementing control methods for non-native 
plant infestations. S.	Luke	Flory, MSES ’03 was 
one of two IU alumni who received the Forest 
Supervisor’s Partnership Award, along with three 
other IU faculty and staff members. Flory lives in 
Bloomington, Ind.

Kathleen	M.	Flege-Friedericks, BSPA ’02, 
Cert ’03, is a disability adjudicator for the state of 
Indiana. She is also pursuing a master’s of library 
science degree at IUPUI. Flege-Friedericks lives in 
Indianapolis.

“[I was] recently promoted to manager within [the] 
business continuity management consulting solutions 
practice at Protiviti in Chicago,” writes J. Clinton 
Fransen, BSPA ’02. “I am enjoying my time assisting 
corporations with their business-resumption and 
disaster-recovery needs. He and his wife Cassandra 
(Stelk), BS '02, have a one-year old daughter, Jules. 
Fransen writes that his daughter is “getting ready 
to be a part of the class of 2029!” The family lives 
in Naperville, Ill., and Fransen can be contacted at 
clint.fransen@protiviti.com.

Sarah	M.	Fullam, MPA ’03, writes that she was 
promoted to manager one of disability claims at 
Liberty Mutual Insurance in September 2007. She 
lives in Overland Park, Kan.

Schuyler	D.	Geller, BSPA ’03, and his wife, 
Demetra (Stath), BA ’03, both recently completed 
studies at Chicago-Kent College of Law. Their first 
son, Evan James, was born in September 2007. The 
Geller family lives in Chicago.

Matthew	A.	Gernand, BSPA ’00, JD ’03, is 
an attorney for the law firm Bingham McHale 
in Indianapolis. He concentrates his practice 
in environmental law. In June, Gernand was a 
presenter at the Environmental Permitting in Indiana 
Conference, where he delivered a lecture, “Air 
Pollution – Developments on NSR Reform.” He lives 
in Indianapolis.
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David	S.	Glenn, BSPA ’03, is executive vice 
president of sales and marketing for Kipp Brothers 
Inc. in Indianapolis. He lives in Indianapolis.

Michael	A.	Goodman, BSPA ’05, is a student at 
Hofstra University Law School. He lives in Syosset, 
N.Y.

Justin	M.	Guild, BSPA ’03, recently began 
graduate studies at Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Ind., where he is pursuing a Ph.D. in 
communication. “Don’t worry,” he writes, “I’ll never 
betray IU and become a Boiler fan. My allegiance 
will always be with the Hoosiers!” Guild lives in West 
Lafayette.

Josiah Haas, BSPA ’03, is the national sales 
manager for Bud Industries Inc., an electronic-
enclosures manufacturer in Willoughby, Ohio. He 
married Dana (Haffner), BA ’04, in November 
2006, in New Orleans. She is a marketing 
and communications consultant at the Jewish 
Community Center of Cleveland. They live in 
Cleveland.

Jaelith	L.	Hall-Rivera, MPA/MS ’01, is a 
wildfire policy analyst for The Wilderness Society in 
Washington, D.C., where she works closely with the 
organization’s forest team and appropriations staff 
in leading their policy and appropriation work on 
Capitol Hill. During her career, Hall-Rivera has also 
worked on a variety of public lands issues, including 
trust-land management in Arizona, and she has 
published articles in both scholarly and professional 
journals. After working as an environmental 
consultant for a wetlands conservation organization, 
she spent almost five years at the Government 
Accountability Office, where she analyzed a variety 
of natural resource programs and helped to produce 
reports on Columbia River salmon, desert tortoise 
recovery, and Endangered Species Act consultations 
and recovery programs, among other initiatives. 
Hall-Rivera lives in Alexandria, Va.

C.	Patrick	Hayes, BSPA ’06, lives in Washington, 
D.C., where he is a legislative assistant for Sen. Evan 
Bayh.

Susannah Karls Heitger, BSPA ’02, MPA ’06, 
is a government consultant for the consulting firm 
Crowe Chizek and Co. She lives and works in 
Chicago.

Cyndi Herrera, BSPH ’01, is residency 
education coordinator at IUPUI’s Department of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. She lives in 
Indianapolis.

Kristin	A.	Hobson, BS ’04, MPH ’05, is a 
research associate for the IU Bloomington Center 
for Evaluation and Educational Policy. She lives in 
Indianapolis.

Last year, Alison	Jacobs	Holland, MPA ’02, 
moved to Plano, Texas, from Washington, D.C., 
where she worked on the information technology 

team of the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office. She and her husband, Michael, who works 
at the Government Accountability Office in Dallas, 
welcomed a son, Graham, in October 2007. She 
writes that she “plans to be a stay-at-home mom in 
the short-term.” 

David	W.	Hyatt, BS ’05, MHA ’07, is a business 
development associate for the La Porte (Ind.) 
Regional Health System. He lives in Valparaiso, Ind.

Kathryn	Davies	Joseforsky, BSPH ’00, is a 
nurse at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. She lives in 
Florence, Ky.

M.	Shannon	Kiely, BSPA ’04, is government-
affairs consultant in the Indianapolis office of the 
law firm Krieg DeVault. In 2007 she was elected to 
the board of directors of the Indiana Mental Health 
Memorial Foundation Inc., an organization dedicated 
to funding services and programs affecting the field 
of mental health. Before joining Krieg DeVault, 
Kiely worked as deputy legislative director/policy 
director for Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, lobbying 
on behalf of the governor and his administration’s 
agencies. She lives in Indianapolis.

In November 2007, Robert	E.	King, BSPA ’04, 
became employment and training coordinator for 
Experience Works Inc., a not-for-profit organization 
in Seymour, Ind., that focuses on meeting the 
employment needs of low-income senior citizens. 
Previously, King worked for the Interlocal 
Association in Indianapolis and for the Department 
of Workforce Development in Bloomington, Ind. He 
lives in Bedford, Ind.

Andrew	B.	Krebbs, BSPH ’04, is marketing 
director of Birmingham (Ala.) Botanical Gardens. 
He lives in Birmingham.

Brett	R.	Kuhnert, MPA ’08, is a financial 
management officer with the Peace Corps in 
Washington, DC, where he lives. He served as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Morocco from 2000 to 
2003.

Jamie L. Lemon, BSPA ’07, is a platoon leader 
and convoy commander with the U.S. Army’s 10th 
Transportation Company. She has been deployed 
to Kuwait in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
since March 2008 and will return to Hunter Army 
Airfield in Savannah, Ga., in June 2009. Lemon was 
promoted to first lieutenant on Dec. 1, 2008. She is 
from Crown Point, Ind.

Joshua H. Levin, BSPA ’05, is pursuing a Master’s 
degree in urban and regional planning at the 
University of Colorado Denver. He is specializing in 
land-use planning. Levin lives in Denver and can be 
reached at Joshua.levin@email.cudenver.edu.

Christopher	A.	Ludwa, MPA ’03, is an associate 
for Booz Allen Hamilton in Arlington, Va. He lives in 
Washington, D.C.

Jason	K.	Mairowitz, BSPA ’04, is a financial 
advisor with Merrill Lynch in New York City, where 
he lives.

Duncan	R.	Marsh, MPA/MSES ’01, is director of 
the Nature Conservancy’s forest carbon partnership 
in Arlington, Va. Previously, he managed the United 
Nations Foundation’s energy and climate change 
program and worked for the U.S. Department of 
State. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Kevin	D.	Miller	Jr., MPA ’03, works for the 
Saigon Institute of Technology in Vietnam, where 
he is forming a Linux-based IT company. During 
his time in Vietnam, he has also worked for the 
American Pacific University International School and 
for the Vietnam National University. Miller lives in 
Ho Chi Minh City.

Audrie	Parker	Mueller, BSPA ’00, is a senior 
staff accountant with Kaplan Higher Education 
Group in Alpharetta, Ga. She lives in Lawrenceville, 
Ga.

Elizabeth	M.	Muller, 
MPA/MSES ’06, of 
St. Paul, Minn., is an 
environmental inspector 
for the Rice Creek 
Watershed District in 
Blaine, Minn. She is 
charged with keeping 
track of the permitted 
developments and other 
projects taking place in the watershed. Muller 
writes, “I would be happy to talk to current students 
with an interest in this type of work or this area of 
the country, although I am still in the process of 
exploring both.” She can be contacted at muller.
elizabeth@gmail.com.

David	A.	Northern	Sr., Cert ’02, MPA ’03, 
has been appointed executive director of the 
Lake County Housing Authority in Grayslake, Ill. 
Previously, he served as deputy director of the 
authority, a position he had held since 2002. In 
October 2007, he was featured in the second edition 
of Who’s Who in Black Chicago. A former member 
of the IU Alumni Association Executive Council, 
Northern lives in Round Lake, Ill.

Mark	P.	O’Maley, BSPA ’05, is a community 
representative for the American Cancer Society in 
Fort Wayne, Ind. He married Bridget L. O’Bryan, BS 
’05, on July 26, 2008. They live in Fort Wayne.

Vincent	J.	O’Neil, Cert/BSPA ’05, is an advanced 
systems business and planning analyst for the Boeing 
Company’s Integrated Defense Systems Rotorcraft 
Division. He lives in Philadelphia.

Brian	R.	Pace, BSPA ’05, writes, “I have followed 
the management path [as] a store director for 
PetSmart in Muncie, Ind. I have been married to 
my wife Michelle (Smith), BSN’ 07, a nurse at Ball 
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State Hospital, for three years. We enjoy traveling, 
spending time with our friends, and house hunting.” 
The couple lives in Muncie. 

William	B.	Pennington	Jr., MPA ’00, has been 
executive assistant to the mayor of Norfolk, Va., 
since August 2006. Previously, he worked as a public 
affairs consultant. He lives in Norfolk.

Jacqueline Jones Potts, MPA ’04, is vice 
president and development director of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters in Cincinnati. She was recently chosen 
to represent the organization’s national task force 
on urgent and relevant messaging, positioning, and 
branding as its vice president for development. She 
lives in Cincinnati.

Kyle	R.	Roederer, BSPA ’02, is a controller for 
Rexam Beverage Can Co. in St. Paul, Minn. He lives 
in Woodbury, Minn.

In October 2006, Jonathan	D.	Rolfsen, BSPA ’05, 
married Monique E. Quijada, BAJ ’05, a registered 
assistant for the financial planning firm Third 
Millennium Money Inc. in Scottsdale, Ariz. The 
couple lives in Phoenix.

Andrea	J.	Salzburg, MPA ’04, is a grants 
development specialist for Housatonic Community 
College. In fall 2007 she and Caroline Altman 
Smith, MA '04, program officer for the Lumina 
Foundation in Indianapolis, co-presented a session at 
the National Council for Resource Development’s 
conference in Washington, D.C. The session focused 
on Housatonic Community College’s Achieving 
the Dream mentoring program. Smith lives in 
Indianapolis, and Salzburg lives in Milford, Conn.

Amanda	Ryan	Scherer, Cert. of Nonprofit 
Management/BA ’05, Cert/MA Studies ’07, is 
director of organizational development for J. D. Levy 
and Associates, a philanthropy-centered consulting 
and training firm based in Jasper, Ind. She recently 
married Randy Scherer and the couple lives in 
Nashville, Tenn.

Joseph	M.	Seidenberg, MPA ’07, is project 
coordinator of community outreach for the 
Ecological Restoration Institute at Northern Arizona 
University. He lives and works in Flagstaff, Ariz., and 
can be contacted at joemseid@gmail.com.

In May, Jeremy	A.	Sowders, Cert ’02, BSPA ’03, 
became vice president of business development for 
the Bloomington (Ind.) Economic Development 
Corp. Previously, he worked for the Indiana 
Economic Development Corp. in Indianapolis. 
Sowders lives in Bloomington.

Allyson	E.	Taber, BSPA ’07, is an information 
specialist for the Indiana State Police. She lives and 
works in Indianapolis.

Craig	W.	Tapscott, BSES ’03, MPA/MS ’05, is 
a project manager and air planner for the city of 

Indianapolis. He lives in Indianapolis and can be 
contacted at tappenguin@hotmail.com.

Patricia	Borntrager	Tennen, MPA ’05, is 
director of development and communications for 
Kentucky Youth Advocates. She lives and works in 
Louisville, Ky.

Betsie	Abel	Trammell, BSPH/Cert ’02, is 
a laboratory supervisor for Micro Air Inc. in 
Indianapolis. She writes that her son, Alexander 
Griffin, was born in November 2007. Trammell lives 
in Indianapolis.

In May 2007, Adam	G.	Wason, BSPA ’02, Cert 
’03, Cert ’04, was appointed assistant director 
of economic development for small business and 
sustainable development for the city of Bloomington, 
Ind. He lives in Bloomington.

Nathan	J.	Waterford, BSPH ’07, is an 
environmental health-and-safety associate at Cook 
Pharmica. He lives and works in Bloomington, 
Ind., and can be contacted at nathan.waterford@
cookpharmica.com.

Jason	D.	Watson, BSPA ’01, is operations manager 
of Personnel Management Inc. in South Bend, Ind. 
Watson lives in Goshen, Ind.

In October 2007, Brian	M.	Williams, BA ’05, 
MPA ’07, married Stacy L. Howell, BS ’05. Williams 
works for the Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management, and Howell is a student at the IU 
School of Medicine in Indianapolis. The couple lives 
and works in Indianapolis.

Feeling Left Out?

E-mail your update to

speamag@indiana.edu

Or mail it to

Alumni Relations

SPEA

1315 E. Tenth Street

Bloomington, IN 47405-1701

Or call it in: 812.856.0597

Dawson joins SPEA 

Jennifer	Dawson has been 
named director of alumni relations 
for the School of Public and 
Environmental affairs. Dawson, 
who is a SPEA graduate, is thrilled 
to be back in Bloomington and 
working for her alma mater. 
“Working in alumni relations for 
SPEA gives me the opportunity 
to give back to the school that 
shaped my career, and to work for 
something I believe in,” Dawson 
said.    

 Dawson was most recently the editor of the Zionsville Times 
Sentinel and a freelance writer. She also spent time in Washington, 
D.C., working in public policy and the non-profit world early 
in her career. She graduated from IUB with a B.S. in Public 
Affairs and is pursuing her Master’s degree from the School of 
Journalism.   



FRESHFACES – some of SPEA's new faculty members

Alejandro Arrieta, Assistant Professor, Indianapolis
Research Interests: Health economics, health care utilization and quality, health care finance, and 
public and private health care systems in Latin America.
Before: Was a Research Fellow at the Inter-American Development Bank, and an Excellence Research 
Fellow at the Institute of Health at Rutgers University
Also: Earned his Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the Catholic University of Peru, his Master’s in 
Finance from the University of the Pacific in Peru, and his Ph.D. in Economics from Rutgers University
Reading: The Tango Singer by Tomas Eloy Martinez
Daily Web fix: Google news

Alfredo Minetti, Visiting Lecturer, Arts Administration, Bloomington 
Research Interests: Social dynamics of music: How music groups organize themselves, their 
social aesthetics, how they foster creativity, how different music styles and genres are embodied by 
individuals, audience development, and arts organizations.
Before: Courses in Social Aesthetics, the Anthropology of Music, Theory and Method in the Social 
Sciences 
Also: Was born in Uruguay and grew up in Brazil. He has a background in music (piano) and has 
performed in venues throughout Brazil and the USA. Teaches “Theory of Material Culture” every 
summer at the National Museum of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for students in the Master's Program in 
Archaeology. 
Reading: A biography of Argentinean tango composer and performer Astor Piazzolla, Astor Piazzolla: A 
Memoir, by Natalio Gorin. 
Daily Web fix: http://www.todotango.com/english/home.asp

Meili Niu, Visiting Associate Professor, Indianapolis 
Research Interests: Public budgeting and financial management and comparative public 
administration.
Before: Taught public budgeting and research methodology at Sun Yat-Sen University in China. 
Also: Is currently an associate professor of the School of Government at Sun Yat-Sen University, in 
Guangzhou, China. 
Reading: The Dream Merchant of Lisbon, by Gene Coyle. It has been a long time since I have read 
espionage novels. I recently met the author, a very interesting gentleman, who enriched my 
understanding of the story. It is so fantastic and realistic.  
Daily Web fix: www.washingtonpost.com, www.dwnews.com

Justin Ross, Assistant Professor, Bloomington
Research Interests: Public economics, urban/regional economics, spatial econometrics, applied 
microeconomics, quantile regressions, public finance, political economy, and game theory.
Before: Was an economics instructor at West Virginia University and research assistant for the Bureau 
of Business and Economic Research.
Also: Has been cited for his economic commentary in popular media outlets such as The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, BusinessWeek Online, and the Associated Press.
Reading: The Invisible Hook:  The Hidden Economics of Pirates by Peter Leeson, and The Wisdom of Crowds by 
James Surowiecki.
Daily Web fix: I have a rotation of blogs maintained by other economists I really enjoy.

Wenli Yan, Assistant Professor, Bloomington
Research Interests: Public finance, financial management and public budgeting. Research focuses on 
the relationships among revenue structure, revenue volatility and debt finance of public and nonprofit 
organizations.
Before: Worked on my Ph.D. at the Martin School of Public Policy and Administration at the 
University of Kentucky.
Also: Research has been published in Public Budgeting and Finance and in Public Finance Review
Reading: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey
Daily Web fix: http://weather.yahoo.com; www. CNN.com

Hello. Goodbye.

FAREWELL 
– Faculty 
retirements

Dr. Randall Baker 
retired in 2008. 
Randall was appointed 
to the SPEA faculty 
in 1985, where he 
devoted much of his 
time to developing 
and enhancing the 
School’s international 
programs. 

Dr. Michael E. 
Gleeson retired in 
2008. Mike joined 
the SPEA IUPUI 
faculty in 1979, most 
recently serving as 
the coordinator of the 
Indiana Leadership 
Seminar.

http://www.todotango.com/english/home.asp
http://www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.dwnews.com
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PRACTICALWISDOM

Reducing the Risk of Foodborne Illiness

Anyone can become ill from eating contaminated foods. In most instances, healthy adults 
who contract a foodborne illness will have flu-like symptoms and recover in a few days. 
However, the dangers associated with foodborne illness are much more serious for immuno-
compromised individuals. These include infants and young children; elderly; pregnant 
women; and individuals with suppressed immune systems due to acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS), cancer, or the use of medications that suppress their immune system. For 
these individuals, the symptoms and duration of foodborne illness can be severe – even life-
threatening. 

Some basic steps people can take to reduce their risk of foodborne illness include:

3	Always purchase foods from approved 
sources.   

3	Wash hands with soap and warm water 
for 20 seconds before and after handling 
food. This is especially important after 
touching raw animal foods, such as meat 
and poultry, and before touching ready-
to-eat foods such as salad ingredients. 
Pet owners should wash their hands after 
handling pets and pet food as both can be 
potential sources of pathogenic agents. 

3 Prevent the transfer of pathogens from 
raw to ready-to-eat foods by cleaning 
and sanitizing the surfaces of equipment, 
countertops, and utensils that touch raw 
food. Use lots of hot, soapy water to clean 
with and a bleach solution (50 parts per 
million) to disinfect with.

3 Do not thaw frozen raw animal foods 
at room temperature. The bacteria that 
cause foodborne illness can grow very 
rapidly at room temperature. Whenever 
possible, thaw frozen foods in the 
refrigerator to retard microbial growth. If 

time constraints do not permit you to thaw 
foods in a refrigerator, place the products 
in a sink and run a stream of cool water 
over them until they are thawed. Another 
option is to thaw foods in a microwave 
oven.

3 Food is safely cooked when it reaches a 
high enough internal temperature to kill 
the harmful bacteria that cause foodborne 
illness. Ensure your foods are cooked to 
the proper temperature by checking the 
final product temperature with a food 
thermometer. 

3 Wash raw produce, especially ready-to-eat 
fruits and vegetables, to remove soil and 
other contaminants from their surface.

3 Keep cold foods cold and refrigerate 
leftovers promptly when your meal is 
finished. Refrigeration slows the growth 
of harmful bacteria. To promote cooling, 
place food in shallow pans and break 
up large food items into smaller portions. 
Never leave cooked meats and other 
potentially hazardous foods at room 
temperature for more than 2 hours.  

3 Many people are allergic to certain 
types of foods and ingredients such as 
milk, eggs, wheat, soybeans, tree nuts, 
peanuts, fish (e.g., flounder and cod) and 
crustacean shellfish (e.g., crab, shrimp, 
and lobster). Read the labels on your 
food products to know if they contain one 
of these ingredients and be prepared to 
share this information with anyone who 
has a food allergy.

This issue's "Practical Wisdom" – SPEA professor 
David McSwane, IUPUI. See Prof. McSwane's 
related article in this issue on page 26.
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